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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 2 pan,,
and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

NORTHERX RIVERS,
As to Investigation by Aerial Survey, Ele.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for the
North-West :

1, With reference to his replies to  the
questions regarding conservation of waters
in the rivers of the North-West, to which he
replied on the 12th November last, will he
name the persons by whom the several in-
spections and surveys referred to in  his
answers were made or will be made?

2, Will he state at what places—
(a} in Australia,
(h} out of Australia
the persons concerned had experience of
water-courses in which there exist difficulties
similar to those that exist in our North-
West ?
3, Would acrial surveys disclose the actusl
condition of the viver beds, the position re-
garding soil crosion, and any other factors
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which could militate againzt sueecssful water
vonservation ?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Preliminary inspections huve heen
made by a number of departmental officers,
including  Messrs, Dumas  {Divector  of
Works), Drake-Broekman (Assistant Diree-
tor of Works, and late Engincer for North-
West), Munt (Principal Assistant, Hydrau-
lies), Foreman {late Government (ieologist),
Brennan (late liesident Engineer, XNorth-

West) and Dimond (Engmev fm North-
West). Further inspections will be made by
those oflicers of the Department who have
hacdl suitable experience,

2, (a) Practically all the waler ronserva-
tion undertakings in Australin have heen
seen by Departmental officers. () America,
Egvpt and India,

4, Brondly speaking, yes; that is to -ay
aerial sarveys will take the place of pre-
liminavy veconnaissance.

RAILWAYS.
As to Rejusal of Empties as Freight.
Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for

Railways:

1, Is he aware that in at least one instanee
a country station-master has refused to ac-
eept as freight empty bulk ice ercam con-
tainers for return to Perth, on the ground
that such containers were sent out from
Perth by road transport during the recent
sirike?

2, If so, is this the considered policy ol
the Railway Department?

The MINISTER replied:

1, No, but if the hon. member will name
the station-master concerned, inquiries will
be made. If the hon. member mesns that
the station-master refused to aecept the con-
tainers for free earriage as applies to con-
tainers sent full on the forward jonrney hy
rail, the station-master would he complying
wilh the provisions of the railway rates
books. The rate for empty returns not ear-
ried by rail on the forward journey is a low
one, and any more favourable rate or free
transit could not be justified in the e¢ireum-
stances.

2, Answered by No. 1.
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POLICE COURT OFFENDERS.
As to Ordering to Country Districts.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Minister for Jus-
tice:

1, Has he received a communication from
the Koorda Road Board profesting against
the practice of magistrates in metropolitan
courts ordering the release, or snspending
sentence on convieted persons conditionally
npon sueh persons removing to and remain-
ing in country districts?

B3 Did that communication express con-
cern at these magisterial decisions which, it
is considered, show a poor knowledge of
conditions in the couniry districts$

3, Is he aware that the communieation re-
ferred to gives expression to a wide-spread
anxiety among couniry residents, particn-
larty women, in regard to this practice in
metropotitan courts, and that representative
country organisations, such as the Country
Women’s Association and the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association, have protested in the
past against this practice?

4, Will he, in the interests of the safety
of country women and children in parti-
cular, who do not enjoy the degree of pro-
tection afforded to metropolitan residents,
take steps to ensure that the practice of
ordering convicted persons, undesirables, es-
pecially sex perverts, to go into and remain
in country districts, shall be discontinued by
the courts and/or the Police Department.

5, If not, why not?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Yes.

2, Yes.

3, The lctter referred fo certainly indi-
cates that such is the case. A similar com-
plaint was received from a eounfry branch
of the Wheat and Wool Growers' Associa-
tion in 1945, and one from the Country
Women’s Association some years ago, 1o
which the attention of the courts was drawn.

4, The attention of the magistrates will
again be drawn to the complaints made.

5, Answered by No. 4.

WHEAT STABILISATION.
As to Commonwealth’s Proposed Further
Legistation.
AMr. WATTS (without notice) asked the
AMinister for Agriculture:
1, Was he aware, when the Wheat Indus-
try Stabilisation Bill was being debated in
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Committee recently, of the intention of the
Commonwealth Government to introduce into
the Commonwesith Parliament the measuve
reported in today’s Press and referred to as
“The Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill No.
2”3

2, If so, why did he not inform this Parlia.
ment?

3, Has he considered the effeet on the
wheat  stabilisation  proposals which were
covered hy the original Commonwealth Act
and the State Bill of the proposals contained
in the reported YWheat Stabilisation Bill No.
2, and will he state whether it is both desir-
able and necessary to proceed with the State
legislation if the Wheat Stabilisation Bill No.
2 is passed by the Commonwealth, and give
the reasons for his views on this matter?

The MINISTER replied:

1, No.

2, Answered by No. 1.

3, I am having the position examined.

BILL—CANNING DISTRICT SANITARY
’ SITE.

Read a third (ime and transmitted to the
Couancil,

BILL—FASTERN GOLDFIELDS
TRANSPORT BOARD.

Seeond Leading.

Debate resumed from the 27th November.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands} [2.6]:

This 'Bill comes before Parliament as
a  publie Bill, although personally 1
should have thought that it would be

more properly classed as a private Bill;
but the Premier, who is in charge
of the measure, has referred the House
to Standing Order No. 262 and also
quofed a eertain extract from “May” to jus-
tify its being treated as a publie Bill. The
matfer is, ol course, a purely proeedural one
and, as the ITouse is obviously the master of
ifs own procedure, the matter is beyond
doubt if the House wishes to treat the mea-
sure as a public Bill. The Premier, in bring-
ing the Bill forward, told the House all the
facts which led np to it and I desire,
with {he leave of the Touse, very shortly to
reeapitulate some of those facts.
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Some time prior to October, 1899, a gentle-
man named Rogers, who had obtaived a con-
cossion from the Perth City Couacil and
construeled tramways in the Perth municipal
distriet, came to Kalgoorlie and sought leave,
by way of agreement with the Kalgoorlie
Counneil, to construet tramways in the Kal-
goorlic municipal district; and on the 18th
Qctober, 1899, an agrecment was entered
into hetween the couneil and Uhe bnrgesses,
as they are deseribed in the agreement, of
Kalguorlie and Mr. Rogers by which he was
hound, under proper penalties, to lay down
tramlines on the designated roules and to ran
trams on those lines and construet and equip
all the neeessary plant for doing so. That
was fol'owed, as is always the case, by a pro-
visional order which was obtained from the
Commissioner of Railways, and in turn the
provisional order was confirmed by Act ol
Parliament.  Under that agreement, M.
Rogers, the man who obtained the coneession,
agreed that at the end of 21 vears the couneil
and burgesses of Kalgoorlie would be entitled
to take over the whole system and the plant
at valuation, He was apparently a very
ereat optimist, for he represcuted that fhis
wan a gift to the council, smmething to in-
duce it to enter into the agreement; but, in
fact. so far as my knowledge goes, the eom-
pany never paid a di\'i(lcnd..

Wowever, that is of no moment beeause the
council and burgesses  did not avail them-
gelves of the opportunity to buy the concern
at the end of 21 years and no doubt they
were largely influeneed hy the fact that at
the cnd of 35 years they would be entitled to
wet the whole undertaking frec of cost
An apreement in the same tenor was entered
into between Mr. Dickinson, who was acting
as agent for Western Australian goldfields
and the Kalgoorlic Road Board distriet, on
the 20th June, 1900; and Mr. Dickinson,
acting as agent, assigned all his rights to
Western Australian goldfields, and Mr.
Rogers and Western Australian goldfields
laid down and constructed tramlines in the
Kalgoorlie munieipality and the Kalgoorlie
Road Board distriet, erecied a ear barn, and
purchased all the necessary plant; and in
May, 1902, they transferred the whole con-
cern to a company called Xalgoorlie Electric
Tramways, which has since operated the
system.

That is the history of how it eame into
existenee. I should have stated that almost
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immediately after—within a little over a
year—Kalgoorlie Electric Tramways became
possessed of the system, it entered into a
similar ngreement with the Boulder Couneil
and all three local bodies became entitled,
on the expiration of the agreement, to pos-
session of the tramways in their territory
and, although nothing was provided for a
division of the plant, to some proportional
part of it. The matter is urgent from this
point of view; That owing to the exigencies
of war, the date for handing over has been
passed; but a date bas been finelly agreed
upon for the transfer to take place and that
date is the 3lst of this month. Therefore
it is urgent the measure should be dealt with
and, if Parliament approves of it, passed.
The Premier told the House that by reason
of Section 16 of the Tramways Act of 1885,
it is ineumbent that the Bill shonld be passed
in the sense that there is no other alterna-
tive, but that is not quite correct, because
all that scefion of that Act provides for
is that nothing in the Act is to be taken
to authorise any local authority to construct
and lay down tramways, to run tramways
or to charge tolls and fares for passengers
using same.

Bni that would net in any way prevent
Parliament passing a measure authorising
the loeal authority to do so; and, in famet,
the very section that was quoted—and the
gquotation was correet--provides for a loeal
governing body under authority from Parlia-
ment to conduet a service such as this. But
it is a matter that has great relevancy, al-
though it is no complete bar. There will be
an obvious disadvantage, an obvious impos-
sihility in cach loeal authority aequiring
under the agreement with My, Rogers or
the Kalgoorlie Electrie Tramways its seetion
and attempting to run that seetion or to
assign to any other person the right to run
it and earry on the undertaking only in its
territovy. The system has always heen
worked as one system and only by doing so
is it possible to serve the public require-
ments. It would he tmpossible for the syvs-
tem to he run as three separate parts.

So the three local authorities met and
came to that conclusion and determined to
make an arrangement wherehy it would he
vun as one system. There were three courses
open o them to give effeet to such an ar-
ranzement. One would be by leasing to
some person or body the right fo run trams
aver the whele system and the right to
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usc the plant in every way necessary. An-
other course would be for cach of the
hodies to hand over by deed of assignment
of their interests under the agreement, to
a third person or body. Lastly there is the
course the Bill suggests. The first course
is authorised by Seetion 16 of the Aet of
1885 which contains specific authority for
& local body which has obtained possession
of any tramway system to lease it to any
person to whom it chooses to lease it. The
obvious advantage would he that the lease
could be for a term and at the expiration
of the term it could be open to review, and
if anything needed to be improved that op-
portunity would enable improvement to be
made. However, the local authorities have
adopted what is a permanent assignment.
When this Bill is passed and becomes law
there is a permanent assignment to this new
body of all the rights of the three separate
loen]l anthorities in this tramway system.
That js what they wish for; and although
the other course would, to my way of think-
ing, be preferable, and would possibly be
preferable in the opinion of some other mem-
bers, we canuot defeat the wishes of those
local authorities.

Before I placed on the notice paper the
amendments whieh appear in my name, I
had no opportunity to get any adviee from
the three local bodies concerned beeause the
time was ‘too short. But since then I have
received varions opinions and the result is
that I do not intend to proceed with some
of the amendments I have submitted. On the
other hand, I shall ask leave to move amend-
ments which I know the loeal bodies desire
to be made. Further, there are some other
amendments that I have put on the notice
paper, which are entirely my own ideas and
are designed te protect the public. Those
amendments I shall ask the House to ae-
cept. T have had the honour of diseussing
most of the amendments with the Premier
and have been assured that there will he
little difficnlty in an agreement being
reached. T do not propose to diseuss the
amendments at this stage becanse when the
Bill is in Committee I will have an oppor-
tunity to do so.

I wounld like, hawever, to draw gttention
to onc faet that will not be discussed in
Committee. Among the powers granted to
the board, three ave ouistanding, One is
fhat the board will have power to construct
and run trams outside the distriet of the
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Municipality of Kalgoorlie, the Kalgoorlie
Rond Buavd, and the Boulder Municipal
Council. In fact, it will obtain authority to
do so in any road board distriet edjoining.
That is a very wide expansion and one that
is nol in the least likely ever to be used.
There iz no possible reason to suppose there
will be any new goldfield found near cnough
to Kalgoorlic to be econnected to algoorlie
by tram. If there were, we would all be
Pleased to sec this board have the power to
cstablish that eonncetion.

The second right the new boedy will have
15 to use any power of any description to
move the trams—horse-power, steam power,
clectrie power, and, of course, if it remains
Jong enough in existenee and if scienee

makes  sufficiently  rapid advance, atomie
power, [ do not know why this range is

open to the hoard: but aguin there is no
objeetion, beeunse if it uses steam power
instead of electrie power, who has any right
to object to it? Certainly if it were for-
tunate enough to be able to use a new power
such as atomie power we should all Le de-
lighted that it had set the example. The
third power granted in the Bill is for the
bourd Lo gencrate clectrieity either in bulk
ar otherwise, in substitntion for what, under
the eoncession, was a contract to buy elee-
trieity from an cexisting company. The
board has n perfeet right to ask to be al-
lowed to create its own power. So, although
these aye new powers ecompared with what
exist, I do not think any member will take
exception to them. Subject to my remarks,
1 support the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond iime,

BILL—LOAN, £5,0560,000.
Second Reading.

Dobate tesumed from the 6th November,

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [2.21]:
This Bil] is to grant Sapply to His Majesty
the King, and it provides one of the few
oceasions on whicl a private member is en-
titled to bring forward for the consideration
of the House grievanees felt by any sub-
jects, These oceastons ave rarely available
under outr procedure, whick is not by any
means ag generous in that rvegard as is that
of other Parliaments. It may be intercsting
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to recall that it is identiea]l with that of the
Parliament of Westminster, and that pro-
cedure has come down over a great many
centuries. It was illustrated in the reign
of Charles I when that monarch, Deing
short of money, asked for Supply from
the Commens and they refused te make it
available until their grievances had been
considered and adjusted by the King. As
the King refused to consider and adjust
their grievances, the Commons refused Sup-
ply. Then, as members know, His Majesty
attempted to obtain Supply by means of
a tax on shipping, whieh was much resented,
and whieh was the genesis of a civil war.

Since those days, the granting of Supply
has always heen associated with the ventila-
tion of any grievanee that any private mem-
ber is in a position to bring forward, and
of which be has cognisanee. Accordingly, I
am now availing myself of that opportunity.
Ong of the matters T wish to discuss is the
Superannuation and Family Benefits Act
of 1938. That Aet, under whieh it is not
compulsory for any public servant to enrol
himself, has received only small support
{rom the younger membhers of the service,
Of course, the elderly members practically
rushed it, hecause it presented to them an
opportunity to ensure, from a small pay-
ment, & Iarge return. The result has heen
that the absence of the younger members
from participation in the seheme has pro-
duced a condition by which the annual
premium has been not only of a sghaky
character but has had te be augmented, as
members will recall, by an amendment of the
original Act. If we search for the reason
why it does not appeal to the younger men,
T submit we shall very casily find it,

The Aet provides that if a subseriber or,
as the Act says, a contributor, is found to he
suffering from any infirmity which is not the
result of his own aet but renders him ineap-
ahle of discharging the work of his office, h
i3 entitled to a full pension under Seection 57.
It must be remembered that insuranee under
this Act is o simple matter of contract, and
is not a dole or a gift, in which ease, of
course, the donor could prescribe from time
te time whatever conditions he liked for the
purpose of enjoying what he gave. But this
is a contract under which one party to the
contract, & public servant, contvibutes one-
half of the annual premium and the other
party, the State, contvibutes the other hall.
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The scheme has its counterpart in many
similar schemes eondueted by private enter-
prise, I am told that, in these venture:, it
is eominon, for a subseriber if he is unable
to discharge the duties of his office owicg to
an infirmity or an illness that is not cansed
by his own aet, to reecive the full pension.

Therefore, there is nothing exceptionally
generous in this provision which appears ‘n
our Aet of 1838, But that statute alse pro-
vides that if the person suffering from an in-
firmity, and theveby rendered incapable «f
discharging the duties of his office, is able
to make any income from any other emplox-
ment that he may turn his hand to, then in
regard to a certain fraction of that ineome
his peasion no longer becomes payable as a
right, although it may be payable hy grace.
The fact is that if by means of any service
such a person is able te render he ecarns
two-thirds of his former wage, he is no
longer entitled to receive the pension from
the seheme. That is the end of his pension
o far as any right is concerned. In these cir-
eumstances, what is the gain to him in being
insured? XNone at all, beeause, presumably,
if he is able to do that light serviee, he could
do it whether insured or not. Therefore, the
position of any man who comes under that
designation iz that he mokes no gain {from
being insured but, on the contrary, makes a
considerable loss hecanse of the premiums he
has paid for many years.

It is not necessary for me to say that if
a private employer ran an insurance scheme
on gimilar lines he would be made the subject
of quite sharp criticism. It is casy to see.
therefore, why the secheme does not appeal to
voung men in the Public Service. They go
on paying for many years and then if by
chanee they should mect with an accident or
encounter one or other of the disasters that
heset human beings to an extent that woulkd
render them unfit to continue in their em-
ployment, they would be offercd this almost
sham for their benefit. Who could possibly
live on the pension provided—£2 a week?

The Minister for Lands: 'That is not the
reason why they go in for it. They get the
henefit of social service payments without
contributing anything.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That does not come
under the heading of this scheme; it is quite
independent of it.
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Mr. J. Hegney: When this was inaung-
urated the pension was £1 per weck wherens
now it is much more, and in addition to that
they get the social benefits as well.

Hon, N. KEENAN: It I am allowed to,
I shall ask the graec of the House to permit
me lo continue my speech, T certainly do
not think it fair to ask e to address mysell
to membets sitting in various parts of the
Moure—

Mr. Doney: On different sabjects.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Yes, on different
subjeets, Since the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment has made social service benefits avail-
ahle without contributions of any kind—

Mr, J. TTegney: They have tn contribuie;
they have to pay taxation.

Hon. N, KEENAN:
tion,

AMr. J. Hegney:
tax.

Hon. N. KEENAN: From which the one
individun] benefits! T wish the member [or
Biddle Swnn would address himself to this
question instend of interrupting as lhe is
doing. Of course, cveryone pays that tax

My, J. Hegney: That is so,

Tfen. N, KEENAN: And the only bene-
fif derived is that which the single individuai
enjoys, ITow can we imagine that any young
man who wishes to make certain that a sum
will he available to him, should he he render-
ed unfit to eontinune his employment, wonld
he satizfied with this seheme? We know he
can get Teem the Commonwealth, without any
pavment whatever, the henefits of the social
serviee provisions whereas if he were to join
the Sinte scheme he would have to pay a
sufficient snm to be regarded as the eqnival-
ent of what was caleulated to be half the
income that would be payable an an actuarial
hasis with respect to the pension that was
his due, It is obvions that the scheme can-
not continue successfully if it attracts only
the elderly men who put in little and take
ont a lot, which is a very bad financial
prospect for any scheme. If we do not
make this matter more attractive to the
vounger members of the Public Service,
where will i end? That is what I want
the House seriously to consider.

Although I do not wish to state the de-
tails, I have knowledge of w~arious cases
where the administration of this Aet has

Fiveryone pays taxe-

But 1 refer to a speeinl
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cancelled pensions that were granted on ae-
count of infirmity. That was so hecause
the individual had obtained what was the
equivalent of two-thirds of his original pay
through engaging in some particular em-
ployment he was eapable of undertaking.
If we desire to make the public servants con-
tent in this State, this is not the way to do
50, 10 they, are not eontent, I do not
think we shall get good service from
them, and we shall eertainly not make
them eontent as a result of this scheme
if we maintain it on its present basis. There
are other features to which objection could
he taken but I do not wish to refer to
them. The phase I have dealt with is suffi-
ciently serious for the Government to give
congideration to it if it does not want the
secheme {0 hecome a debacle and to take
steps to prevent that result.

M. J. Hegney: You do not say that this
one fact will make the Public Service dis-
eontented.

Hon, N. KEENAN: I have not the slight-
¢st doubt that the hon. member who is inter-
jecting so much would be discontented with-
out any cause at all. T always naturally
look for some eause,

Mr. J. Hegney: I know a little about
that but I do not know that a chappie
wonld be discontented becauvse—

Mr. SPEAKER: Qrder!

Hon. N. KEENAN: The member for
Middle Swan wants to discuss his views re-
garding what he deseribes as a “chappie.”
I have no doubt the House would be glad
to hear him.

Mr. J. Hegney: Not on the Loan Bill.

Hon. N, KEENAN: On any Bill. T now
turn to what I believe are matters more
closely related to the measure before the
Honse. I shall not eover the ground that
the Leader of the Opposition and other mem-
bers teaversed when discussing the Loan
Estimates but there is one outstanding fea-
ture that has been completely overlooked.
It is a factor of imporiance to the highest
degree in relation to the future eeonomy of
this State, I refer to the grave possibility
of industrial trouble invelving either a par-
tial or a total dislocation of industry in
Western Australia in future. It would seem
as if we deliberately shut onr eyes to this
possibility in the belief, T take it, that if
we do not talk about it nothing will hap-
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pen. It is surely ridiewlous reasoning with
whieh to guide our conduet and ome for
which no justification can be found.

Mr. J. Hegney: How do you suggoest we
should forestall that9

Hon. N. KEENAN; If the hon. member
will wait for a very few minutes, I shall
satisfy his curiosity.

Mr. Thorn: Do you think he will be able
to nnderstand ?

Hon, N. KEENAN: Te¢ be content to
blind our ecyes to the truth would be dis-
astrous and the truth is that all our plans
however grandiose, however well-founded
and ecarefully thought out, are completely
valueless unless we can obtain relative peace
in industry in order to carry them out. The
one supreme question is: What is the pros-
pect of relative peace in indusiry in the
future? The next question is: What steps
can we take to seeure that relative peace?
If we ask ounrselves what is the prospect
of industrial peace in the future, our answer,
if we are honest, is that it is of a very
doubtful charaecter.

The late industrial trouble was not the
erisis of a long series of diseontent. It was
nothing more than a mere breath of the
storm which alt of us ean see gathering on
the horizon—that is, if we allow matters to
drift as, unfortunately, we are doing today.
How is it possible to stop this drifty That
is what the member for Middle Swan is
anxions about, Personally I have no doubt
whatever what ought to be done, although
I may not have the complete endorsement
of the member for Middle Swan. The is-
sue is simply hetween the adoption of arbi-
tration as the sole means of settling in-
duslrial dispute, other than by way of
mutual agreements, or, on the other hand,
to attempt to settle industrial disputes by
the complete dislocation of indushry and
produce out of the turmoil and chaos some
state of affairs that suits the views of one
party alone, and that party is not the State.
That party is at most & small fraction of the
State.  The issue, thercfore, is one of
whether the law of the jungle is to prevail
in industrial matters or whether the law
of the people, as pronounced by the Parlia-
ment of the people, is to prevail.

Tf the majority of the electors favour the
law of the jungle as the means for adjust-
ing, or attempting to adjust, industrial dis-
putes, let us face it, sit down aznd bear what
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comes to us. If, on the other hand, the
1ssue were left to the electors of the State,
no-one believes that they would give a ver-
dict of violence as being the means of
settling industrial disputes. 1f that is se, if
we believe that a majority would support
arbitration as the means of settling indns-
frial disputes, we ave jJustified in tak-
ing steps to see whether that belief
is fully justified or not. The mere assertion
that a majority of the workers and of the
other people who econstitnte the citizens of
the State are in favour of arbitration is
of no value whatever. It is entirely insuffi-
cient,

On a matter of this kind there must he
a verdiet which is beyond any doubi, be-
vond any question; and that verdict can be
obtained, I submit, only if we leave the
issue in the plainest possible manner to the
people of the State at the next general elec-
tion. If we are justified in our belief and
the people retwrn a verdict in mecordance
with out belief, namely, one in favour of
arbitration, then we must be prepared fo
take every step necessary—whether by new
legislation or hy enforcing existing legis-
lation—to prevent a small number defeat-
ing and destroying the peace of this State.
There is no other matter that ean be sug-
gested of equal importance to the fnture
of the State. Everything depends on it.
If we are suceessful in establishing relative
peace in industry, then all the plans which
the Minister for Works has in mind, and all
the plans which any member of this House
might eonceive, are possible. On the other
hand, if the law of the jungle is fo prevail,
then no plan has any hope whatever, nor
has any industry of the State any hope
whatever.

Everything we have is at stake, What
have we heard of this matter in Parliament,
this Parliament which had an experience in
person of the result of the dislocation of
industry? Nothing whatever! It is ignored,
put aside, ag if to mention it was to pro-
voke it. That is not so. If we ignore it,
if we do not face it, then it will come, be-
canse we have no power to stop it. It
will come wnnder ecircumstances most dis-
astrous to the State and disastrous to us.
What the final result will be no-one can
tell, except that we -know it will be some-
thing we do not even like to think of. There
was onee o gentleman in Bnglish history who
was called upon to face a very severe erisis
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—Mr. Gosham—and he made a famous state-
ment. He said he would make his will and
then receive his deserts. If his deserts werve
of a character that bore ill, then he would
bear them. On the other hand, if his de-
serts were of a character that entitled him
to succeed, he was certain he would suceeed.
But he had taken the final step whidh a
man has to take when he has made up his
mind to see a thing through, and that is
what we must do. We must resolve that
we have to grapple with this evil. We ean-
not afford to ignore it. We ¢an only grapple
with it in the manner I have indicated. We
éan only grapple with at by asking the
people of the State what is their will, Let
us show the eourage in the fivst instance
to ask that question, and when they have
given ng their will, then let us show the
courage to give effect to their answer.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. A.
H. Panton—Leederville) [2.46]: Usually,
only the Minister introducing the Loan Bill
speaks in reply to it; but after listening to
the member for Nedlands T cannot rvefrain
from saying a few words in reply. To hear
the hon. member speak, one would almost
believe that Western Australia was in the
throes of an industrial dispute that had con-
tinued for wecks and months. As a matter
of fact, there have been only three major
stoppages—and there is usnally a general
stoppage of industry when the railways
coeage working—over the last 45 years, My
assoeiation with the Labour movement of
the State extends over 45 years and, as T
said, in that period there have heen three
general stoppages. The very trouble which
the hon. member mentioned—-the recent rail-
way strike—wns a clear demonstration that
the majority of the workers and the people
of the State did stand for industrial arbi-
(ration. There are 7,500 to 8,000 workers in
the Railway Department; over 1,000 of these
men stopped work, but they had all of the
other railway unions against them. IYf that
is not a demonstration of what the workers
stand for in this State, T would like to know
what is,

Hon. N. Keenan: That merely shows how
a very small minority can dominate the
majority.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I quite
agree, Any small minority in a key posi-
tion can cause a disloeation of industry;
but surely, because that happens, the hon.

member is not going to say that the workers
of this State believe in jungle law and not
in arbitration,

Hon, N. Keenan: 1 shid the very reverse.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
not what the hon. member said, nor eould
that inference be drawn from his remarks.
The Arbitration Court of this State is one
of our busiest institutions. I go further and
say that hardly a day passes without my
being called on, as Minister for Labour, to
ack as a eonciliation officar. I am called upon
to intereede in this or that disputie, to keep
the wheels of industry going. All over the
world there is industrial unrest; there is
unrest of other deseriptions nlse, but the
workers of Waestern Australia, in my
opinion, have been deing and are doing a
magnifieent job in standivg up to what they
helieve in themselves—arbitvation, After all,
arhitration was not horn in this Pavliament.
Avrbitration wag horn down in the mines, in
the factories, and in other places where men
worked, and it was built up on that founda-
tion until we have the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act that is on the statute-book today.

No-one knows better than the memher for
Nedlands himself—if he will cast his mind
hack over 20 years ago—the diffieulties we
experienced under the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act of 1902, He and I were assoriated
in some of those diffienltics, and he knows
what Parliament had to do to mecet them.
We succeeded in getting the present In-
dustrial Avbitration Aet passed, and ap-
pointing a permanent president of the Arbi-
tration Court, whereas formerly that court
was presided over by the Chief Justice or
by a Judge taken from the divorce court.
Sinee the Indostrial Arbitralion Aet of 1925
and its amendments were passed, there have
been but few industrial troubles or little in-
dustrial wnrest ip this State. I glory in the
fact that the workers in this country, wheo
advoeated arbitration, and demanded that it
go on the statute-book, have stoed by it. If
the rest of Australia can do with as little
trouble as we have had in this State, and as
we will continue to have, there would be no-
thing to be afraid of In addition, the
Minister for Industriaf Development would
be able to et his work done, too.

We are not afraid to talk of industrial
nunrest hecause the more we talk about it the
more the workers will realise the necessity
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of using the Arbitration Court. Industrinl
boards, eonciliation boards and the Arbitra-
tion Court itself, are continually sitting.
Little matters erop up all the time and where
therey are boavds that ean be quickly ecalled
together, my experience, as Minister for
Labour, has been that we ean seitle them,
and in only very few cases do they go fur-
ther. If the hon. member would give further
consideration to this point he would realise
that there is nothing to fear from the workers
so long as they are given a reasonable op-
portunity to have their disabilities dealt
with. All they want is to have some board
to which they ecan take their plaint and, in
99 cases ont of 100, they abide by the de-
¢ision.

Question put and passed.

Bili rend a second time.

In Committee, etc,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil,

BILL—STATE FOREST ACCESS.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 4th December.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [2.49]:
The purpose of this Bill is the aequisition
of certain land to enable reasonable access
e he obtained to newly opened forest areas.
With that aim I find, and I think other
members will agree, no objeetion, The
Minister has heen good epough to make
available to me plans of the areas to be
acquired or resumed. In addition, I have
made inquiries of the people concerned and,
in the short time that has elapsed since the
Minister introduced the Bill, I have had no
reply indicating that any exception is heing
taken to the resumption of this land. It
is, however, necessary for me to point out
that although people, when they acquire land
in Western Australia, are aware that this
power of resumption is in existence and
that at any time the Government might call
upon them to relinquish portion of their pro-
perty for publie works or for other essen-
tinl Government reasons, they do, at the same
time, hope that sueh a claim will not he
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made and that the land they have purchased
will be theirs to dispose of and use as they
see fit, subject, of course, to the common
welfare.

It is because the average person acgniring
land  has faith in the seewrity of his
ownership and in the good intentions of the
Government that it is necessary at all times
for the power of resumption to be exer-
eised with the utmost care. Where, as in
this ease, land is aecquired for the construe-
tion of roads or tramlines it is important
to make ecrtain that the owner of the land
will not have the remaining portions of his
holding devalued hecause of the aequisition
of what the Minister describes as just a nar-
row strip. The plans provided by the Min-
ister show that in a number of cases a tram-
Hne will actually biseet portions of privately-
owned land. That may be ne disadvantage
to a londowner who is left with two pieces
of land of approximately equal size, but,
on the other hand, it is possible that it
would interfere with his plans for the
development of his property.

Mr, MeLarty: It might ent him off from
his water.

Mz, LESLIE: It might. In other cases,
where only a small portion of land is being
cut off, it might be possible that the tram-
line or roadway wounld bisect the area in
such n way as to leave a small aren of neg-
ligible value that could not be used at all.
So, it is necessary that not only should the
power of resumption he wisely and care-
fully exercised, but where it is done for
the purpose of econstrueting a roadway it
should bhe excreised so as to ensure that
the land alfected is uot devalued, Although
in this particular instanee it would he neces-
sary for the survey to follow the contour
of the land—the easiest route and the easiest
grade—at the same time every endeavour
should he made to ensure that no alternative
voute is lost sight of which would leave the
private owner of the land secure in his
ownership, and in the confidence he had
that the land would be his.

I do not oppose the Bill, but when a
measure such as this is brought hefore the
House, memhers should be advised fully of
what action has been taken to ensure that
there is no ‘alternative but to adopt the
course submitted in the measure. That is
particularly necessary at o late stage of
the session when time does not permit lengthy
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inquiries to be made such as should, in my
opinion, be made hefore the House agrees
to a Bill of this kind. Parliament is here
as the guardian of the rights of the people,
and that is its essential purpose. We must
exerrise that funetion. I support the second
reading, but would offer the suggestion that
on future occasions the fullest possible in-
formation should be given. In a matter of
this kind the House should be told whether
other routes would not serve as useful a
purpose. We should be given some intima-
tion of the loss—not the mere ¢osé of resum-
ing the land—to landowners that may he
involved when a roadway, railway or {ram-
way is laid through their property.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [3.3]: I am
glad the Government has taken this action to
make provision for a hetter supply of timber
to mect the yrequirements of the State. The
memboer for Mt Marvshall has rightly raised
an important point as to the resumption of
land whereby a severanee will probably take
place of a small acreage, which will definitely
devalue sueh a property. Under the law
any property owner has a claim for com-
pensation for severance. I was recently con-
nected with a case against the Commonwealth
Government, where the claimant was awarded
a substantial amount for severance. I think
the landowner always has that right, and
can exeveise it. I am particularly pleased
that a move is being made to nssist the tim-
ber position in this State. Naturally the
Government wanis aecoss to these virgin anid
valuable forests and it must thercfore take
the action neetssary to get its transport
facilities threngh to the areas coneerned. It
is neerssary for land fo be resumed for that
purpose. T am pleased, from a personal
point of view, because recently I had a con-
ference with ilie Minister for Forests, and
disevsszions with the Premier, on the dive
shortage of the different timbers required in
thiz State today, such as ease timbers and
box boards.

I hope that, ns the resnit of this résmnp-
tion and the starting of these new mulls, the
position will he remedied. There is a tre-
mendous added cost to the indusiry owing tn
the shortage of timber. In the industry with
which I am connected we were trading with
the State Saw Mills, and were able to pur-
chase our requirements of case timher and

the boxes we required at 11s. Gd. per dozen.
I have recently been informed that they are
now to cost 20s, 6d. per dozen, which is an
enormous increase, taking into consideration
the high cost of packing foodstuffs for Lon-
don. I hope it will not be long hefore there
is o move fo get the mills going in these
forests in order to relieve the position.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without «e-
hate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD)
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the 4th December.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [3.8]:
This is a Bill fer which, as far as I am con-
cerned, the CGovernment must take full re-
sponsibility. 1t was introduced last night
and between 11 p.n. yesterday and 2 p.m,
today, though I have endeavoured o get in
toneh with people who might have had some
views to offer or objections to raise, the timo
has beon too shert, in spite of resolute en-
deavours on my part, lo trace and contact
such people. So, while there is possibly good
reason for the Bill—and I am prepared to as-
sume that the Minister has consulted all those
who are likely to be affected and that they
have acquieseed in it—

The Minister for Labeur:
request,

Mr. McDONALD: T will aceept the Min-
ister's word for that, and it will help to
tortify my mind as to the justifieation for
this Bill which has, however, one or two
peeuliarvities. I listened to the Minister's ex-
planation, and it appears that there is n
nnion whose members are engaged in publie
works mainly or entirely. That is the union
to be served by this proposed legislation. The
reason appears to he that the members of
(hat union, or some of them, are sometimes

It was al their
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permanent emplovees of the Government, and
as such are entitled to the benefits of this
legivlation, but at other times they are tem-
porary cmployees and are therefore then ont-
zide this measure.- It is understandable that
they might be outside the legislation, hecause
those who are entitled to the protection or
henetits of the Government Employees (Pro-
motions Appeal Board) Act, 1945, are em-
poyees of the Government, and “employee”
meais 2 person emploved under the State in
a permanent eapacity in any department,

Tt i difficult fo understand—though the
Minister may be able to explain it to wmy
salizfaction—how an employee ean be per-
marent one week or month, temporary the
next month and then permanent again. That
i< a trpe of permaneney that seems a little
diflicult to understand. I mention this matter
hecaunse, on the Minister's explanation of the
Bill, that difficnlty struek me. However, it
may be capable of quite a simple explana-
tion. If the legislation is fo apply to per-
manent. employees, one would think they
would be people who would be permanent all
the time and not people who are shuffled
hackwards and forwards from permanent to
temporary positions, c¢ven {hough the
temporary positions might be in the service
of the State. Another aspeet is that the
mea are provides—

Any union as hereinnfter defined in Seetion
¥ix whose membership includes any employee
nuy request the Minister to declare in respect

of every employee heing 2 member thereof that
thix Aet shall cease to apply.

B¢ the union wmakes the request, and pre-
sumahly does so in consequence of a reso-
lution passed by a majority of its members.
That is a democratic procedure. On the
majority of members so deeiding, all mem-
hers come outside the measure if the Min-
ister decides to make a declaration to that
cifeet. The Bill says that any union as de-
fined in Section 6 may make application
for sueh a declaration, and under Section
6 of the Act the term ‘‘union’’ means ‘“an
industrial union of workers within the
meaning of the Industrial Arbitration Aet,
1912-1941,"" and ineludes the Civil Service
Association of Western Australia Ine., the
State School Teachers’ Union of W.A. Ine.,
and the Western Australian Railway Offi-
cers’ Union. They are all uanions within
the meaning of the parent Aet and within
the meaning of the Bill now hefore the
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House, so apparently if the majority—as-
suming a majority rules—of the Civil Ser-
vice Association, the Teachers’ Tnion or
the Western Australian Railway Officers’
Union decides to bring all its members ont-
side the Aet, by a majority vote, then if
the Minister so agrees he ean, by a declara-
tion, exelude all the members of that union
from the rights or protection given by the
Act,

It is conceivable that all members of the
Civil Service Assoeiation might find them-
selves outside the Act., That is a possi-
bility,  The Minister, however, might say
the possibility is so unlikely that we may
safely ignore it. As I read if, that appears
to be legally within the possibilities of the
measure. I have heard of no contrary re-
actions from anyone who may be affected
by this legislation and I have had no time
to consult anyone.

While the Bill seems to be somewhat
difficult to understand by one who is not
a member of the Civil Service or closely in
touch with its ramifications, still, on the
Minister’s explanation relating to the union
referved to, there seems to he reason why
we shounld provide in certain cirenmstanees
for putting all the members of that union
on the same footing rather than that some
shonld remain permanent and enjoy the ad-
vantages, profection and preferences of
the Aet, while others who may cease tn he
permanent and who become temporary find
themselves outside that protection and
therefore in a position of inferiority in the
matter of promaetion compared with the
permanent men. With these observations
largely advanced to explain my situation
and to protect my interests and vesponsi-
bilities in connection with the Bill, I pro-
pose to offer no ohjection to the second
reading. In eertain eirenmstances it would
be reasonable and fair, and T will leave it
to the Minister and the Government fo en-
sure that the Bill contains nothing that
might operate unfairly agninst other
branches of the Civil Service.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon.
A. H. Panton—Leederville—in reply)
[3.23]: T can quite appreciate the hon,
member’s difficulty. T myself found it a
little difficult to understand the position.
although I am more closely associated with
unions than he is. We may say that Gov-
ernment employees fall into four classes—
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(1) professional, (2) engineers, architeets,
ete,, (3) eclerical, (4) construetional and
maintenance. Constructional men are em-
ployed on jobs that might finish at any
time and then they have to stand down
until another job starts. Obviously they
are not permanent men. Another gang of
men may bhe engaged on a railway line
doing nothing but maintenance and they
would be permanent men, Consider the big
construetion work at Stirling Dam where
something like 300 men are employed at
present on constrwetion work! When the
job is finished, they may be out of work
for several days or weeks or they may be
transferred to another job. Those men do
not come under the Aet. Most of the
AW.U. men are constructional men and do
not come under the Aet. Members of this
union when engaged on constructional work
reccive o different rate of wage and a
larger margin than when on maintenance
work. They may be on maintenance work
for a couple of days or a week. Then they
may go on to some hig construetional work
such as sewerage. They move backwards
and forwards. This union is more pecnliar
in that way than is any other.

Regarding the eivil servants and rail-
way officers, the hon. member’s fears are
not likely to he realised. With the excep-
tion of a very few temporary men and
women who do not come under the Act,
they are permanent employees. The possi-
bhility exists, but not the probability. There
are only three groups of people eoncerned
—the Minister for Labour or the Minister
for Works, the engineers and the union,

Hon. N. Keenan: Which union, the
AWTU.?
The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: No,

the Metropolitan and Goldfields Water
Supply Employees’ Union of Workers. I
happen to be the State President of the
AW.U, T have had the engineers, the men
and the Solieitor General in conference on
this question and this Bill represents the
only solution we could reach. These men
were Inadvertently brought under the Act
in the first place. As a matter of fact they
were overlooked owing to the peculiarities
of their work. If the Bill be passed, they
will revert to the original position. The
engineer will be responsible for promo-
tions and, if there is any dissatisfaction,
he will get the Minister to appoint an
independent chairman to settle the argu-
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ment. I got Mr. Bateman to sit on a case
s few days ago. I repeat that the position
of this organisation is peculiar and that
the measure is not likely to affeet other
people.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committes without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil,

BILLS (8)—RETURNED.

1, Comprehensive Agricultural Areas and
Goldfields Water Supply.
With an amendment.

2, Country Areas Water Supply.
With amendments.

3, Industries Assistance Act Continuance.

4, Formers’ Debts Adjustment Act
Amendment,

, Financinl Emergency Aet Amendment.
Companies Act Amendment.
, Marketing of Potatoes (No: 2}.

, Building Operations and Building
Materials Control Aet Amendment.
Withont amendment.

e

oo

EILL--WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TROT-
TING ASSOCIATION,

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon. A. A. M, Coverley—Kimber-
ley) [3.29] in moving the second reading
said: Members will recall the reasons that
actuated the Government in bringing this
legisiation before Parliament., There was
a disagreement between the breeders, owners
and trainers of trotting horses and the ¢om-
mittee controlling and conducting the sport.
This disagreement hrought abont a stop-
page of the sport and the Chief Secretary,
who administers the Racing Restriction Act,
was appealed to. He appointed the then
Crown Solicitor to inquire and make sug-
gestions for the guidance of the Govern-
ment, and the Crown Solicitor recommended
an amendment of the Racing Restriction Aet
to permit of the Trotting Association con-
ducting its sport. As an outcome of that
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inquiry, a Bill was introduced in the Legis-
lative Counneil lust session. Tt was unot ap-
proved, but a suggestion was made that a
Royal Commission should he appointed.
That was done and, after very thorough and
exhaustive inquiries, the Royal Commissioner
made his report and recommendations to the
Government, and a Bill was prepared in
conformity with those recommendations,

That Bill was presented to the Legislative
Council and veecived very close seratiny.
Many amendments were made, and the Bill
has been forwarded to this Chamber for
our consideration. I think that no measure
introdueed into the legislative halls of this
State has received more publicity than thig
one, There has been a controversy in the
Press. Public opinion has been expressed,
both for and against the proposals origin-
ally made, a Royal Commission has sat, and
this is the result. It would be presumption
on my part to repeat all the argnments for
and against this Bill which have taken place
over the last 18 months.

Mr. Watts: Tell us one thing! How far
does it depart from the Royal Commis-
sioner’s recommendations?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I do not think it departs from those
recommendations in any material way. Some
amendments were introduced in another place
that departed from the recommendations,
but the Bill was recommitted, and the orig-
inal measure was reinstated. T feel there is
no need for me to go to any length in try-
ing to convince the House that the measure
should he agreed to. There was a good deal
of opposition to the Bill as originally intro-
duced but, as this measure has passed
through another place, that opposition has
disappeared, and all those interested are
now convinced that this is a much better
Bill and will be regarded by fair-minded
people as a reasonable proposition to which
the House should agree. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time,

On motion by Mr. Leslie, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
Necond Reading.
Debate resumed from the 4th December.

MR. LESLIE (M. Marshall) [3.33]:
Introducing the Bil}, the Minister for Jus-
tice, in his inimitably naive way, said that
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it was just 2 small measure and therefore
would not worry members very much. At
least, that is what he intimated. [ say ad-
visedly that he said it in his inimitably
naive manper; because, whether he is aware
of it or not, he has thrown a bombshell into
this Chamber, for he has stirred up a ques-
tion which was the subjeet of investigation
gome time age, and on which legislation has
been passed in this Chamber on a couple of
occasions, The purpose of the Bill is to re-
move from the control of the Licensing Comt
the liquor facilities in railway refreshment
rooms, which are to bhe operated directly
under the Commissioner of Railways, It is
peculiar that after the Minister introduced
this Bill, we find a proposal submitted for’
the consideration of the House to make the
Commissioner of Railways wholly and en-
tirely subservient to the dictates and
directorship of the Minister for Railways,
If that purpose is achieved, it will mean in
effect that the Minister for Railways will
be the deeiding authority as to what is to
happen in connection with the sale of liquor
in railway refreshmeni rooms,

I think if is as weil that members should
be aware of what bas happened in eonnec-
tion with liquor licenses on those premises
over & period of years. The Act in its pre-
sent form was introduced in 1910 and passed
in 1911. A provision in the Government
Railways Act empowered the Commissioner
of Railways to give liquor lieenses to lessees
of railway refreshment rooms. Thai econ-
tinued until 1922, when a Royal Commission
was appointed to inquire into the operations
of the Licensing Act. One of the terms of
reference was that the eommission should
inquire into the licensing and conduct of
railway refreshment rooms.  That Royal
Commission consisted of Mr. Alex MeCal-
lum, then member for South Fremantle, Mr.
Willoughby Mann, the member for Perth,
Mr. O'Loghlen, the member for Forrvest,
Mr. Pickering, the member for Sussex, and
Mr. Richardson, the member for Subiaco.
Referring to that term of reference. the ve-
port of ihe commission said—

The Commission eonsiders that the Licensing
Court should contrel all ¢ghannels through which
liguor iz sold, and suggested amendments pro-
vide that the powers conferred on the Commis-
sioner of Railways shall be exercised with the
confirmation of such court.

That means that after 10, 11 or 12 vears in
which the Commissioner of Railways was
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the sole authority in the granting of liguor
licenses for railway premises, a Royal Cow-
mission, after extensive inquiries, recom-
mended that the Commissioner of Railways
he deprived of that power, and that the
licenses for ramlway premises he Dhrought
under the Licensing Court, I have not secn
the evidenee that led the commission to reach
that decision, hut a member of the commis-
sion, when speaking to the Bill inlroduecd
to the House as a vesult of the Royal Com-
mission’s recommendations, said—and I am
quoting frem Vol, (6 of “Hansard"—

A guo(] deal of evidenee was g'u'cn l'egﬂr(ling
the eonduct of railway refreshment-rooms, and
it was thowght advisable to bring those re-
freshment-10oms under the Lieensing Court
rather than permit licenses to be issued by the
Commisgsioner of Ruilways.

The Bill that econtained the elauses repenling
Seetion 59 of the Government Railways Act
which gave the Railwny Commissioner power
to grant licenses withont reference to the
colrt was introduced by Sir James Mitchell,
and when he introdueed it he said—again
I quate from Vol. 66, this time from page
439—

Then we propose to deal with the licensing
of railway cars and refreshment-rooms. This
is n perfectly reasonable provision. Under the
Government Railways Aect, 1904, power is
given to the Commisgioner of Railways to say
who shall be licensed for these purposes. In
future, the court will have to decide that, and
these pevple will have to conform with the
directiong of the licensing heneh.

Tlon, W. C. Angwin:
wipe them out altogether,

The PREMIER: They will have fo be ap-
proved by the licensing beneh. The board will
control the licenses aud they will be subject to
the Act, just the same as any other scller of
liquor, The leases run out next year, and we
wili bhave to respect the arrangement during
that period. After that, therefore, the right to
lease these refreshment-rooms will come under
the Licensing Act.

There i3 no power to

The Minister for Mines:
deal with the sale of liquer,

The PREMIER: As the Minister for Rail-
ways reminds me, the Bill will only affect the
railway refreshment-rooms so far as the sale of
liquor is cencerned, otherwise the refreshment-
rooms will be able to proeced with their business
the same as uwaual. The licensing bench will
decide who is to sell the liquor.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Wil| the beneh over-ride
the Crown?
The PREMIER: The heneh will over-ride

the Commissioner of Railways, The Bill will
regulate this question.

The Bill will only
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Hon, P, Collier: It is time it was put under
the conirol of someone. They are abolishing
it, granting it, and changing again, We want
some stahility. .

The Minister for Lands: Then they
abolished the ears altogether.

Mr. LESLIE: They abolished the cars,
hut left the Commissioner to sanction the
granting of licenses under the control of the
Licensing Court. 1n introducing this Bill,
the Minister has conveyed no reason why at
this stage a departure should be made from
a practies that has existed for the l[ast 20
odd vears. This is the first occasion on which
T ean find any reference to dissatisfaetion on
the part of Parliament with the existing ax-
rungement.

Mr. Cross: If you grew wheat and failed,
you would not keep on growing it, would
you?

Mr. LESLIE: That is a matter of what T
would care to do! At the time when
the then Premier introduced his Bili as a
result of the Royal Commission’s report
dissatisfaction with the conditions existing
then in railway refreshment rooms in con-
nection with the sale of liquor was very
great, This partienlar clavse in the Bill
went throngh without comment except for
that by the Premier, and the interjections
made during his speech, 1 have examined
the debates of the Committees in both
llonses, and that partienlar provision was
never mentioned. Therefore it was evi-
dently welcomed. Cirenmstances as they
exist today have given rise to no complaint
eoncerning the set-up, although one may find
much cause for complaint about the services
that are rendered. One would not be very
proud to take anyone into the liquor part
of the refreshment room of the Perth rail-
way station or to invite a traveller by =
train to partake of some pefreshment there.
It is literally the black hele of Caleutta, The
heer conld be swarming with flies for all one
eould say, and there is diffienlty in seeing
whether there are any flies in the glass or
not.

The Minister for Justice: That is an
exaggeration. T have heen there and found
the place quite clean. It is unfair critieism
and condemnation.

Mr. LESLIE: Circumstances that have
exisfed there in the past have completely
diseouraged me and many other people from
using that particular faecility. If the faeili-
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ties and surroundings have improved, I am
glad to know it. Other people who have
had oeceasion to make use of the railway
refreshment rooms in Perth would also be
glad t& know that an improvement had taken
place, and that they can now make use of
them,

The Minister for Justice; Your statement
is an exaggeration.

Mr. LESLIE: 1 am pleased to receive
the assurance of the Minister. It is no use
having a service unless people can take ad-
vantage of it. As to the present set-up, the
only complaint that comes to my mind now
in view of the circnmsfances is that the
Licensing Court appears not to have car-
ried ont its duty and to have seen that the
conditions associated with the liquor por-
tions of the railway refreshment rooms are
the best that could be provided for the
public. Ab any rate, the court has aot
made public the result of its inspections,
if any have been carried out. I do not know
whether any investigations have been made
into this question, and I have seen no pub-
lic Gomment coming from the Licensing
Court as to the conditions appertaining to
railway refreshment rooms where licenses
have been issued.

If there has been a weakness in the pre-
sent set-up the only one can he that the
Licensing Court has not carried out its duty
as faithfully and conscientiously as it might
have done. That, however, does not justify
depriving it of the opportunity to carry out
this task. The attitnde of the Commissioner
towards the Licensing Court and its services
in meneral is one that the Minister in charge
is most fitted to express an opinion ahout.
Becanse the Licensing Court has failed
in its duty and because the Commissioner
has not excreised sufficient supervision over
the refreshment rooms is no justifieation for
saying to the Commissioner, “We will give
vou all these powers.” I can only judge
the position by what I know, and I do koow
the Commissioner has failed to see that pro-
per services are rendered ‘to the public.
The Commissioner should have some super-
vision over all these establishmenis. It is
now suggested that the powers he bas had
in the past should be taken from him. I
cannot see the necessity for removing from
the Licensing Act the right of the court to
excrcise supervision over heensed premises
attached to the railways and also the right
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to grant licenses for railway premises. I
agree that it may be necessary fo provide
that the Commissioner shall nominate ome
of his servants where it is intended that the
Railvay Department shall operate the
license. 1 believe that is to be the policy
of the Government in future.

It is correct and proper that the person
who shall be licensed to operate a railway
refreshment room that is selling aleoholi¢
liquors shall be nominated by the Compmis-
sioner, but I still think the eonditions in
connection with that license and the opera-
tions conducted wnder it should be under
the control of the Licensing Court. We are
going to be placed in a very anomalous
position if the Licensing Court visits any
centre where both a publican’s general
license and a railway vefreshment room
Keense ave \in operation, and where the
eourt has to maintain a eertain standard in
connection with the publican’s license while
it has to stand by and see the unsatisfac-
tory conditions prevailing in connection with
railway premises licensed in the same local-
ity and perhaps within a few hundred yards
of the establishment it is criticising and
condemning. I do not say that such a con-
dition would prevail in the future under
the proposed change nor de I sey that has
prevailed in " the past, generally speaking,
though it has prevailed in the case of some
railway refreshment rooms.

The Minister for Lands: That also ap-
plies to hotels in some ecases.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, and the Licensing
Court has aftempied to remedy such de-
fects. Members will agree that if a public
complaint arises in regard to a wailway
service and that complaint is made to the
Commissioner himself, in almost every in-
stance the reply received is most unsatis-
factory. I do not know whether that is
because of a feeling of responsibility on
the part of the Commissioner to officers im-
mediately below him or whether it arises out
of an unwarranted sense of loyalty to lower
officers in the service, but generally speak-
ing when o ecomplaint is made the depart-
ment is wholeheartedly defended, and the
complairants_are always left unsatisfied and
with the feeling that they were wrong in
having had the temerity to bring forward
some unsatisfactory feature in eonneetion
with railway administration. We ean only
judge a case by what we know of it. Whilst
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we know that sort of thing has applied in
the past we are nevertheless hopeful that it
will not apply in the future. At this stage
we should not take the risk, We must have
some very sound and vital reasons before
we agree to a departure from a set of con-
ditions that may land us in greater diffi-
eulties than we are in at present.

I hope it is not the intention of the Min-
ister to proceed with the Committee stage
today. I have a number of amendments to
move, but unfortunately the typewritten
copies have not come to me yet. I have en-
deavoured to point out that whilst I agree
that the person who is to hold a license in
vonnection with the railway refreshment
rooms shall he responsible to the Commis-
sioner, I also consider ihat the refresh-
ment rooms themselves should be under the
surveillance of the Licensing Court. It is
very necessary that there should he some
amendment to the Bill to provide for that
being done. The Bill at present takes away
entirely the power of the court in this mat-
ter. I am prepared to limit its powers in
certain directions and to give the Commis-
sioner what powers he thinks are necessary
in conneetion with the licensed holders,
and it is for the purpose of making such
appointment that this Bill is desired. I do
not propose to interfere with that aspeet,
but I want to leave to the court the respon-
sibility for seeing that all these places are
ag well econducted as they ought to be,

The Bill also provides that railway re-
freshment rooms operated by the Commis-
sioner shall serve liguid refreshments to
anyone during the normal periods when
public houses are open, from 9 am, to 9
p.m, in all places remote from the Gold-
fields, and from 9 a.n. to 11 p.m. on the Gold-
fields, The Bill does not say that these re-
freshment rooms shall be open during those
hours, but no doubt that is a matter for
the diseretion of the Commissioner and the
licencees who are appeinted to operate the
licenses. That would he quite a good pro-
vision. It is probably wise to leave the
Bill as it stands in that rvespeet. Onee the
bar of a ratlway refreshment room is open
during the normal hours of trading, anyone
ean obtain refreshments there.

Myr. Thorn: Do you objeet to thut?
Mr. LESLIE: No, that is reasonable, If

I went to the railway station fo meet the
member for Toedyay on his return from a

trip to his electorate, although I might not
have heen a passenger I would be able to
invite him to partake of some refreshments
if the premises were atiractive encugh.

Mr. Watts: Which they rarcly are.

Mr, Thorn: In quite a number of places
there is only the railway refreshment room,
beeause there is no hotel.

Mr. LESLIE: 1 sec the point mentioned
by the hon. member, The Commissioner af
present has diseretion in this matter but
if the intention of the Minister for Rail-
ways is earried out he, the Minister, will
have discretion to say whether railway re-
freshment rooms, which may be the only
places in the locality at whieh aleocholic
liquor can he ohtained, shall remain open
all day.

The Minister for Justice: He will not
deal with such trivial things as that.

Mr. LESLIE: The trouble has been that
the Commissioner has not worried about
trivial things which are actnally of fre-
mendous importanee to the publie.

The Minister for Justice: To the little
man.

Mr. LESLIE: T suggest that possibly the
Minister and the Commissioner of Rail-
ways are the only two persons who are out
of the pieture. The set-up at present is
anything hut satisfactory. It is the little
things of life that make up the big things.
Unfortunately the Commissioner seems to
have been looking at the millions of pounds
and lost sight of the faet that these mil-
lions are really made up of so many more
millions of pence. It may be only a ques-
tion of a humble cup of tea or a glass of
beer served in an attractive manner; but
it is the little things that become matters
of hmportance. In the case of some centre
where there is only a railway refreshment
room and no other licensed premises, an
extension of hours to meet the publie needs
and requirements would earn public com-
mendation of the Commissioner and of the
Minister, and indicate that they were in-
terested in the welfare of travellers.

The Minister for Lands: We had better
give him a publican’s general license and
have done with it.

[Mr. Rodoreda took the Chair]

Adir. LESLIE: T would have no objection
to that so long as the application were
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made to the Licensing Court; but under the
Bill the Minister will be a law entively to
himself.

The Minister for Justice: If he had that
type of leense he would need to have
dining-rooms and everything else,

Mr. LESLIE: That might be quite so.
Another provision in the Bill will enable
the refreshment-rooms to remain open for
“y reasonable time.” I hope the Minister
will he able to satisfy the House as to what
is a rensonable time before and after the
departure of passenger trains.

The Minister for Lands: And what it
would be if the train were running late.

AMr. LESLIE: Yes; I do not know how
it would work out then. During the hours
when the ordinary licensees are eompelled
to elose their premises, passengers—and
enly passengers—ean, according to the Bill,
htain liquor during a reasonable time he-
dore and after the departure of the train.
That is not what is intended, hut aceording
to the Bill as it stands, only the departing
passengers will be able to obtain liguid re-
freshments within that period. Tt will be
nécessary for the passenger to produce his
ticket to an inspeector to prove that he is to
undertake a journev of at least 20 miles
beyond the station where he is at the
moment. The arriving passenger had no
means of proving that he is a passenger.
He is not going to proceed on a journey of
20 wiles even though hie may have just eom-
eluded one extending over 1,000 miles.  1le
is not to be entitled to a drink at the railway
refreshment room at atl. That is my in-
terpretation of the Bill,

Mr. Watts:
tation.

Mr, LESLTE: T do not think that is in
accordance with the intentions of the Min-
ister. In the eirecumstances, that particular
provision will definitely have to be amend-
ed to make it veasonable and to give effeet
to what the Qovernment desires. Then T
trost that the Minister will agree to embody
in the Bill a clear definition as te what type
of inspector is to be able to demand the pro-
duction of a ticket in order that a passenger
may prove his bona fides. There are all
kinds of inspectors—railway  inspectors,
poliee inspectors, Heensing inspeetors and
so on. Wo should clearly set out what tvpe
of inspeetor is entitled to demand the pro-
duction of a passenger’s ticket. T that is

And it is 2 correct interpre-
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not done, I could say that I was a ticket in-
spector and demand the production of the
ti-ket. Candidly T do not like the Bill.

The Minister for Lands: That is too bad,

Mr. LESLIE: I hope the sccond reading
will not be agreed to heeause I think the
legislation is entively unecalled for.  The
Minister has given the House no evidence as
to the necessity for it, and I very much
doubt if he could do so. There have been
no complaints against the present set-up.
I would like to hkave the opinion of the
members of the Licensing Court.

The Minister for Justice: They have al-
ready approved of the Bill.

My, LESLIE: 1 wonid like to know the
reasons why the Licensing Court members
approve of it. Perhaps they have given up
the Commissioner of Railwavs as a forlorn
hope and consider this represents a way out
of a bad situation. Altered circumstances
might vesult in the members of the court
changing their opinion. To my mind the
Hounse would not be justified in agrecing to
the sceond rveading; hut, if it does s0, 1
trust the Minister will be prepared to de-
fer the Committee slawz so that I moy place
& number of amendments on the notiee
paper.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[45]: T agree with the member for Mt.
Marshall when he urges that the Licensing
Court should have some say in connection
with the granting of licenses for the sale
of liquor in refreshment rooms. It is just
ag necessary for men in charge of those
amevities to be of good character as it is
that those granted licenses to eonduet hotels
should be men of that tvpe. Why this power
shoulid be taken from the court T find it difli-
enlt to understand. The member for Mt
Marshall also referred to the wording of the
Bill and partieularly to that part where it
says—

Such liquar shall be sold only within o reason-

able time before and after the arrivai or de-
parture of any passenger frain.

I presume that means that passengers ean
obtain a drink in the refreshmont roem dur-
ing the time the train ix in the station, but
it does not say so.

Mr. Watts: Tt doesx noi allow even that,

Mr. McDonald: That is =o.
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Mr., McLARTY; It makes me fecl on
sounder grounds when T hear the legal mem-
bers of the House endorse my view, I do
not like the phrase ‘“within a reasonable
time. | understan@ that under the ex-
isting law members of the gencral public
cannot go to a refreshment room to secure
@& drink unless they liuve tickets, but under
the Bill the loeal population will be able to
to so.

The Minister for Justice: I have never
heen asked for a ticket when I have been in
a refreshment room.

My, Watts: But this has not been the law
before,

Mr. McLARTY: I am talking about the
law as it will be if the Bill be passed. As
worded now, it will mean an “open slather”
for the general publie,

The Minister for Lands: Have you ever
been asked for a ticket when you have had
o drink in u railway refreshment room?

My, McLARTY: No.

The Minister for Lands: Nor has anyone
else.

Mr. McLARTY : Reference has been made
to the faet that in some instances the rail-
way rvefreshment room is the only place
where lignor ean be obtained because there
are no hotels at those centres. If the Bill
be agreed to, the refreshment rooms will be
in open competition with the loeal hotel-
keepers at places where such hotels cxist.

The Minister for Justice: We have never
heard of any such eomplaints.

Mr, MeLARTY : They will be forthcoming
if the Bill be agreed fo. I am not at all
satisfied with the term “reasonable time.
What j5 a reasonable time?

The Minister for Justice: A reasonable
time would be 20 or 30 minutes before or
after—whatever the regulation may set out.

Mr. MeLARTY : The time shonld be speci-
fied, otherwise the man in charge of the re-
freshment room might say that an homr was
reasonable ur he might even place no limit
on the time at all. With such a loose term
embodied in the elause, it eould have very
wide application. I trust the Bill will be
amended in that respeet.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [410]: I
must say that with the great bulk of the
remarks so ably made by the member for
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Mt. Marshall, I am in entire agreement. I
cannot conceive of any sufficient reason
why the approval of the Licensing Court
should not be required for the aequisition
of a license for a railway refreshment
room where liquor is sold. I do not pro-
pose to cover the ground traversed by the
memoer for Mt Marshall but merely to
comment on one or two matters that oceur
to me. Onc has been referred to hy the
member for Murray-Wellington. The Bill
is worded in a most extraordinary manner
and I am convinced that the c¢lauses do not
convey what the Minister intends. In that
regard the statements made by the member
for Murray-Wellington were absolutely
correct. As the Bill is worded, the only
people who can buy a drink between 9 a.m.
and 2 p.m. in ordinary places or hetween
9 am. and 11 p.m, on the Goldfields are
those who are not travellers on the rail-
ways. I say that because the people in
charge of the railway refreshment rooms
will only be able to sell liqguor at a reason-
able time before or after the departure of
a train. The man who is travelling by train
cannot buy a drink at the refreshment
room before the train arrives and he cer-
tainly cannot do so after the train has de-
parted because he will he on the train.

The Minister for Justice: But he has

already travelled by train.

Mr. WATTS: That does nof matter bhe-
cause the liquor can only be sold to him
within & reasenable time before and after
the {rain has departed.

The Minister for Lands: If I went to
the York station and had to wait 20 minutes
hefore my train arrived, could I not get a
drink ?

Mr. WATTS: The Minister would be all
right but the only people who can buy
drink are those who are not on a frain
when it arrives or departs. The next point
I do not bke is the fact that when other
licensed premises are supposed to be closed,
liquor shall only he sold at the railway re-
freshment rooms to such persons as are in
a position to produee their railway tickets
to an authorised inspector. A passenger
buys a ticket in Perth and travels to Katan-
ning, a distance of 225 miles. He leaves
Perth at 7.25 p.m. and arrives at Katanning
at 540 am. next day. His ticket—he will
take a single ticket, because people nowa-
days do not take return tickets seeing that
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they have to pay merely double the single
fare—is taken from him at Woodanilling,
which is 12 wiles from Katanning. When
he arrives at that town he is without a
ticket and cannot produce one to the in-
spector and therefore is deprived of the
opportunity to secure liquid refreshment.

Then again a passenger may leave Al-
bany at 5 p.m. after purchasing a single
ticket enabling him to travel to Katanning.
He arrives at Katanning, if the teain is on
time, at 10.30 p.m., doubtless the time when
a great proportion of our citizens would
eare to have liquid rvefreshment. He, how-
ever, has handed over his ticket to the
ticket inspector hetween Broomehill and
Katanning. Thati is the invariabie system.
Consequently, he has no ticket when he
arrvives at Katanning and is deprived of
the benefits of this Bill, if it becomes an
Aet, heeause liguor is only to be supplied
to persons who are in possession of and
can produce to the licensee a ticket antho-
rising him to travel by frain. The only way
of overcoming this difficulty is that when
he gets off the train at Katanning, he is to
go into the stationmaster’s office and ae-
quire a ticket for a distance of more than
20 miles, a ticket which he does not pro-
pose to use, hut which he merely produces
to the liconsee for the purpose of obtain-
ing what he thinks are his lawful rights.

As there are two portions of this Bill
which obviously have been ill-considered, I
am not at all sure that the whole Bill is not
equally ill-considered. There is nothing
to commend those two paragraphs so far
as thelr wording is eoneerned, nor the last
one.  As I said, I do not know that the
same remark that the measure is ill-con-
sidered wounld not apply to the whole Bill.
Without detaining the Minister or the
House, I propoese to adopt the sanwe atti-
tude towards the measure ns was adopted
by the member for Mt. Marshall and the
member for Murray-Wellington.

MR, SEWARD (Pingelly) [4.17]: I de-
sire to join with other members who have
opposed the Bill, but I do so principally on
the ground that the Minister has stated he
intends to transfer the refreshment rooms
from the private lessees to the Commissioner.
Tn my opinion, that would be a retrograde
step. T see no reason why the licensees ov
lessees of these refreshment rooms cannot
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be kept up to the mark if the right kind
of action is taken. As I have said before in
this House, some refreshment rooms are run
well and one can obtain reasonable refresh-
ment at them. I refer to Spencers Brook,
as I have done on previous occasions. There
a person can obtain a pie, toast, cakes or
bisenits. There is a variety of choose from.
But the refreshment room at Chidlow is a
disgrace {o the people condueting it.
Numerous complaints have been made about
it, but nohody takes the slightest action.
When one asks for refreshments there, one
is told, “There is only ecoffee.” That is all
nonsense.  The lessee has a ration of tea
in proportion to the consumption by the
persons patronising the rooms. When one
gets the same complaint time after time
about getting only coffee, one can but assume
that the lessee is selling his ration of tea.
He muost zet it. As I said, this complaint
has been brought forward from time to
time, but not the slightest notice has been
taken of it. T well remember the late mem-
ber for Yilgarn-Coolgardie complaining in
this House about the Chidlow refreshment
room. He said it was a disgrace, but no
action was taken.

Mz, McLarty: You cannot get a cup of
ten at Perth Central Station in the morning.

Mr. SEWARD: No. 1t hehoves somebody
to find out what the lessee docs with the
tea. Another disgrace is that at Chidlow
one is supplied with a sandwich containing
tinned meat. The ecustomers have to pay
the same price for those refreshments as
they pay for refreshments which they get
at reoms condueted in a proper way, If the
Railway Department cannot adequately
supervise these refreshment rooms which are
let to tenderers, have we any assurance that
the department will run them any better?
I hope the House will reject the Bill. IPeople
tender for these refreshment yooms in com-
petition with others, and it is only reason-
able that they should be made to live up
to their contraets. 1 eontrast the position
here with the position in Victoria.  There
are different elasses of refreshment rooms
in that State, known as A, B and C refresh-
ment rooms, In the A refreshment room
one is provided with a sit-down meal.

The Minister for Lands: Those refresh-
ment rooms are run by the department.

Mr. SEWARD: No.
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The Minister for Mines: They are in Vie-
toria.

Mr. SEWARD: They may be.

The Minister for Justice: They are in New
South Wales, Vietoria and South Australia.

My, SEWARD: They were not years ago.
My point is that passengers were supplied
with guide books containing the menus of
these refreshment rooms, the lessees of which
were required to supply what was contained
in the menus.

The Minister for Lands; The department
in this State is taking over the refreshment
rooms and re-organising them.

Mr. SEWARD: I do not view with any
pleasure the prospect of the department tak-
ing them over.

The Minister for Lands: They could not
be worse than they are.

Mr, SEWARD: But they c¢ould be bet-
ter. The control which the Commissioner
could exercise over private tenderers wonld
be far better, if it were exereised, than the
control which the department might exer-
cise if it ran the rooms itself.

The Minister for Justica: The system of
tendering is bad.

Mr. SEWARD: The only other point T
desire to touch on is a continuation of what
was raised by the member for Mt. Marshall
and the Leader of the Opposition with re-
gard to the clause in the Bill providing
that a person can get ligquor at the refresh-
nient rooms when the hotels are closed. All
that is necessary to entitle a person to a
drink is the possession of ticket which would
enable him to travel 20 miles. I know a
particular station where a train is due to
arrive at about three minutes past nine at
night. One ean imagine what will happen
there. At abont five minutes to nine there
will be an exodus from the hotel to the
station, where for 2s. 9d. a person can buy
a ticket entitling him fo travel 20 miles.
If the train is late, one can imagine the
people clamouring at the bar for a drink and
producing tickets entitling them to travel
a distance of 20 miles.

The Minister for Justice: We must have
some terrible people in Western Australia.

Mr. SEWARD: The Bill is so stupid that
I do not know what induced the Minister
to bring it into the Honse. One eould drive

a coack and six through any part of it.
Fov a eouple of shillings or so a person can
huy a ticket entitling him to travel 20 miles
and get as much drink as he wants at the
station.

The Minister for Justice: I am going fo
Russia, where there are some good people!

Mr. SEWARD: The Minister ought to
get some good Bills. T sineerely hope that
this Bill will not be passed. I am against
the department having the control of these
refreshment rooms. Apart from that, some
of the clanges in the 131l are so badly draft-
o that I do not know what conditions would
exist if Lhe measure were passed,

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hop.
K. Nulsen—Kanowna—in reply) [4.23]: I
um quite willing to defer the Committec
stage of the Bill until Tuesday nest, to give
members an opportunity fo study the mea-
sure., It would appear that there are soma
unomalies that require to be reetified. The
reason for bringing the Bill down is that
the Qovernment intends to take over the
railway refreshment rooms beeause of the
many complaints about the way in which
they have been condueted by the present
lessees. The object of the Bill is to facili-
tate the sale of liqguor in the refreshment
rooms by the Commissioner of Railwnys.
He will be placed on exaetly the same hasis
as are the Commissioners of Railways of all
the other States aud New Zealand. Formerly,
the licensing of these refreshment rooms
came under the control of the Commissioner,
but in 1922 an Aect was passed placing the
rooms undler the Licensing Court. At thak
time great dissatisfaction was expressed with
what were then known ag railway refresh-
ment cars, I vemember travelling on trains
with sueh a ear, and about half the pas-
sengers were under the influence of liquor.
They caused many disturbances and the
Commissioner of Railways came in for much
criticistn on that aceount. These railway
refreshiment cars will not again be used. T
do not sce any veason why the Commissionoer
of Railways should not have control of the
sale of liguor in these fooms.

Mr. Doney:
he should?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do,
beeause he should not be hampered. He
should have o free hand.

Mr, Doney: We all want that.

Do yon see any reason why
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Commissioner of Railways is a reputable
and honest person. I defy anyone to ques-
tion his integrity,

Mr. Leslie: Nobody has suggested that,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It has
been suggested in this House, I have listen-
ol to much criticism of the Commissioner,

Opposition members: No!

Mr. Doney: You have never heard a word
agninst the personal character of the Com-
missioner at any time,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: These
refreshment rooms should not be under the
eontrol of the Licensing Court, That court
deals with hotels, which are obliged to fur-
nish living accommodation and meals. The
Commissioner will run these rooms solely
for the convenience of the public, not for
profit.

Mr. Doney: I do not think vou know too
much about these railway refreshment rooms.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
think I know just as much as does the hon,
member,

Mr. Doney: You may know a lot more,
hut you do not know everything, by a long
way.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:
friend on my left says I do not,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Minis-
ter must not reflect on members.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:
sorry if I have done so.

The Ministor for Lands:
reflecting on himself,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
i= s0. The refreshment rooms will be
opencd a reasonable time before and after
the arrival of the train, between 20 and 30
minutes. The member for Murray Welling-
ton mentioned that he did not see any
method by which people could be served
with ligquor at the rooms between those
times; and that is a point that must be
looked into. As T said, the desire is that
the Minister should not be hampered in any
way, but that he shonld be given a free
hand and put on the same basis as the Com-
missioner of Railways in the other States
of Australiaz and New Zealand. If he is
not, it would be a reflection on him. We
shonld not refleet upon a person with the

My

I am

The Minister is
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responsibilities of the Commissioner of
Railways,

Mr. Doney: He would not have the re-
cords of various licensees in the way that

the police have.

[The Speaker resumed ihe Chair.]

The Minister for Lands: He would have
to cheek 25 licensces at 25 different stations!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Tt
certainly would not be convenient for him
to have te arrange for lieenses to be gront-
ed by the Licensing Court. That would
hamper him in the eonduct of his business
and he unfair, especinlly as there is no
necessity for it.  The reason for the pro-
posed change is that the refreshment rooms
now leased are not conducted sotisfac-
torily by the lessees. T was, when travel
ling, often disgusted with the railways, and
that is one of the reasons why, at that fime,
the member for Boulder took from the Com-
misgioner of Railways the means of licen-
sing. Under the Bill, the position will be
exactly the same as it is now, because if
any rooms ave to be leased they will come
onder the jurisdiction of the Licensing
Court.

This measure deals only with refreshment
rooms run hv the Commissioner. The only
difference is that it is now the policy of the
Government to take over the refreshment
rooms, and thex will be controlled by the
Commissioner, who will be given full author-
ity over the selling of spiritnous and fer-
mented liquors by his servants. T cannot
see any objection to this, Tf we were going
te allow any Tom, Dick or Harry to run
these places, there might be some objection,
but the Commissioner is a high servant of
the State—a man with status equal to that
of a Supreme Court judge, we might say—
and he, for the protection of his own
charaeter, will he eareful to see that these
rooms are run as they shounld he, and would
he, if under the contral of the Lieensing
Court. If he is not given that privilege, he
will he hampered and restricted in many
ways, and it will be an infernal nuisance for
him when he has to change employees who
are not satisfnctory.

My, Leslie: It will bring about the snme
set of etrcumstances that the member for
Boulder complained of in 1922,

The Minister for Lands: If you had
heen on the Kalgoorlie express at that time,
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you also would have complained. I know
all ahout that.

Mr. SPEAKER! Order.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
know about that, too. All the time I was
Minister for Railways, I never had enc com-
plaint about the sale of liquor in our re-
freshment rooms.

Mr. Leslie:  DPeople were fed up with
complaining.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T did
not even receive a complaint from the mem-
her for Pingelly, so there could not have
heen mueh wrong. I lhope that the House
will agree to the seeond reading of the Bill.
[t members have any amendments, they will,
s0 long as they do not take away from the
Bill what is intended, be given considera-
tion. But we intend that this measnre shall
beeome law, because the Commissioner would
be hampered considerably if he did not get
full control of the refreshment rooms. The
Minister will have no say in the matter, be-
eanse it will come under the adninistration
of the Railway Department, and Mianisters
do not look after little things in their de-
partments; they deal only with Govern-
ment policy and matters that are important
and essentinl.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . 21
Noes ... e 13
Majority for .. 8
AVES.
Mr, Coverley Mr. Panion
Mr. Fox Mr, Rend
Mr. Graham Mr. Rodeareda
Mr. Hawke Mr., Smith
Mr. J. Hegney Mr, Styants
‘Mr. W, Hegney Mr. Telfer
Mr, Leahy Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Marshal) Mr. Triat
Mr. Millington Mr. Willcack
. Mr. Neadbham Mr, Crozs
Mr. Nulsen (T#ler,)
Nous
Mr, Abhott Mr. North
Mr. Brapd Mr. Owen
Mr. Doney Mr. Shearn
Mr, Keenan Mr. Thorn
Mr, Loslle Mr. Watta
Mr, McDonald Mr., Seward
Mr, McLarty ITeller.y
PAIRS
AYFS, Nogs,
Mr. Holman Mr. Berry
Mr. Johnson Mr. Hill
Mr. Wiee Mr. Mann
Mr, Collier Mr. Stubbs

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time,
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BILL—PURCHASERS' PROTECTION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Ilon,
E. Nulsen—Kanowna) [4.39] in moving the
second reading said: This is a rather im-
portant Bill. It has been introduced at the
request of the Returned Soldiers’ League.
That request was duly endorsed at the re-
cent annual congress of the league, when it
was urged that Parliament should give eon-
sideration to the position of those ex-
Servicemen who had purchased land. The
following is the resolution that was
passed :(—

That congress urges the State Government
to introduce immediately a Bill to amend the
Purchasers’ Protection Act in accordance with
the recent yequest made by the League.

That resclution was sent to the Govern-
ment. It has been reported that legal
action is being taken against cx-Service-
men whe, prior to enlistment, entered into
contracts for the purchase of subdivisional
land which turned out to be worthless, or
nowhere near the value placed on the land
at the time of the sale. In' such eases, the
ex-Servicemen desire the right to discon-
tinue the contract. They feel that the land
they puvchased was not worth the money
asked and now, hecause they are in a bet-
ter financial position, some of the 'agents
are taking them to court to demand what
they eonsider they should have in accord-
ance with the contraect.

It seems that with their deferred pay,
accumulated leave and other moneys, many
of these ex-Servicemen have considerable
savings, with the result that the land agents
think that it is worth while taking them to
court. Section 10 of the principal Aet pro-
vides that where proceedings are taken in a
court for the recovery of purchase money
and the court is satisfied that insistence on
the performance of the contract would in-
flict hardship on the purchaser by reason
of his poverty, or other inability to per-
form his obligations, it can order cancella-
tion of the contract. The amendment pro-
posed will safegnard the Servicemen to a
greater extent. It secks to empower the
court to eancel a contract, not only where
its performance would infliet hardship but
alson where the local authority’s valuation,
within three months prior to the appliea-
tion of the purchaser, is less than 50 per
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cent. of the original purchase price under
the contract. Such c¢ases have been bhrought
to my notice, and they justify action by
Parliament.  Although these people have
made a contract, many felt that the only
securify they were giving was the bloek
itgeif.

The vendors, being businessmen, were
alive to the position, and have taken ad-
vantage of it, irvespective of the family or
other responsibilities that the purchasers
might have. The men with family com-
mitments should be protected against these
people.  Many persons say, ‘‘ These people
entered into a contraet, and should earry
it out.”” They probably do not vealise that
the land was not worth the moncy involved,
and that the accumulation of interest has
heen very great. To make the position
wuite clear, I will read from a eouple of
letters I have here. One is from the R.S.L.
to the Under Seervetary, Crown Law Depart-
ment, amd it states—

[ receiver a letter from s Metropolitan Sub-
braneh eontaining a rvesolution endorsed by
that Sub-braneh recently following a report
that a certain firm of city land ngents were
new taking legal action against ex-servicemen
who allegedly repudinted their land purehase
vontracts without action being taken prior to
enlistments, Now, however, with deferred pay,
accumuiated leave and other moneys saved,
many of them have eonsidernble funds and
therefore land and estate agents apparently
think they are worthwhile taking to court,

The resolution of the sub-branch is—

That every effort be made to obtain an
amendment of the Purchasers’ I'rotection Aet
1933146, in order that persons who signed eon-
tractg for subdivisional land between January
the 4th, 1927, and Januvary 4th, 1934, should
have the right to apply to the vourt for eancel-
lation of the contract in terms of Seetion 10 of
the Act, where it can he proved, apart from
existing remediey that at the time of the ap-
plication the vond hoard or municipal valuation
of the lamd does net equal 50 per vent. of the
ariginal purchase price under the eontract.

That seems a Fair proposition, where the
valne was not 0 per cent. of the value of
the land purchased in accordance with the
valuation of any loeal authority three
months prior to the signing of the eontract.
1t seemed a fair margin, and T feel that pur-
chasers who have paid and who will lose
scmething should have the right of apply-
ing to the court for cancellation of the con-
iract. T have here another lettor, addvessed
by the sante organisation to the Hon. A, H.
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Panton, M.L.A., Minister for Lands, Lands
Department, Perth. It peads—

TReterring to my Jetter of November 1st, T
desire to draw your attention to a case whivh
has eansed 2 very great hardship, and particu-

lars which are reported te this office as fol-
lows:—

I will not give the name of the man con-
ecrned,

This man purchased a building block from
Land and Homes on the 11th January, 1930,
without making any payment as deposit, The
date happened to be a Saturday morning, anil
on advice from his father he went to the agent’s
office on the Monday morning to cancel the
purchase, e was informed that it was too
late as the title deed had been registecced.
{This must have heen innecurate as no title
deedl coull be registered over the week-end.)
Since 1930 he has paid approximately £5. Tho
agents have now sccured n writ against him
and the bailiffs have taken possession of bis
ntility truek, on the 21st November, 1046, The
truck is his means of livelihood, and he has a
wife and seven children dependent wpon him.
With regard to the foregoing, I have had n
telephone ring from the solicitor to say he had
approached the Supreme Court on this man’s
behalf and had sceured an order for the return
of the truck on payment of £16. Advice from
you that Cabinet has ngreed to the suggested
amendments of the Act would Le appreciated.
When we have cases of that deseription—1
have a list of 32 cases where snch action has
heen taken—this Parlinment should do some-
thing to relieve the men who have heen away
fighting for their country and who, now (hat
they have accumulated a little money, are
thought by the land sharks to be fair game,
In the early days many of our farmers
thought, when they made eontracts with the
Agrieultnral Bank, that the only sccurity
given wag the farm eoncerned, but that was
not so. That has happened to many of these
unfortunate people. T feel that any person
selling an article on time payment should
have suilicient security in that article, with
the deposit obtained on it, no matter whe-
ther it is land or anvthing else. 1 have often
thought that the law should be amended in
that respeet and that it shonld be specifically
understood that a vendor only has the seeu-
rity of the property concerned in the sale.
Tt should be specifieally laid down that extra
security, if necessary, should be given.

There is too muach of this sovt of thing,
partienlarly in the case of our land agents.
T think that throughout Awstralia such mat-
ters should be handled through the depart-
ments, Land agents are more or less para-
sites, living, as they do, on the unearned
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inerement of the land. Considering all those
things I fecl that the people with whom I
am concerned have a good case and that
there should be a unanimous vote in favour
of their request to amend Section 10 of the
Purchasers’ Protection Aet. T move—
That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [452]: I have
consulted the Leader of the Liberal Party,
and we have no desire to delay the passage
of this Bill, which we realise is necessary and
urgent. Undoubiedly the Government has
introdueed this Bill in order to protect the
ceferred pay of returned soldiers. It is not
a reflection on the land agents of this city,
but simply a matter of proteeting returned
men against unscrupulous land agents.

The Minister for Justice: Of course there
are many honest Tand agents. The majority
af them are honest,

Mr. THORN: The Minister said, during
his speech, that the measure was only to deal
with unscrupulous land awents, This Par-
liament has had similar experience in the
past, and I remember that the member for
Collie put up a great fizht to introduee a
Rill on similar lines to protect veturned men
from those people.  The Government has
been in consultation with the league whiel,
through its State seeretary, Mr, Benson, has
made representations to the Government for
the protection of such men. I know the
league is very pleased that this legislation
has been brought forward for that purpose.
T believe it is urgent and that members have
a elear understanding of the intention behind
the Bill, I do not think we should delay its
passage, and I support the seeond rveading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee, ele,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Counoil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1946-47.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Rodoreda in the Chair.

Vote—Agriculture, £192,112 (partly con-
sidered) :
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MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) {457]: I
listened with considerable interest to the
speech of the Minister when introducing
these Estimates and, like the member for
Pingelly, 1 was startled to note his some-
what pessimistic ontlook on the wheat in-
dustry,

The Minister for Agriculture: Not pessi-
mistie, realistie!

Mr. LESLIE: No. I am afraid that for
some reason both the Lands Department and
the Department of Agriculture in Western
Australia have been influenced to an undune
degres by the report of the Commonwealth
Rural Reconstruction Commission. I am not
going to guery the reports that that body
submitted. I think it did a wvaluable job,
and reports are still heing published which
are a neteworthy eoatribution te a study of
the position of agriculture in Australia, but
at the time when that Commission investi-
gated the rural set-up of Australin we were
suffering from adverse conditions brought
about by sbuormal cirenmstanees, In Western
Australia, as in other parts of the Common-
wealth, we had what appeared to be a glut
of wheat. It wos not unsaleable, and there
was a demand for it, bot hecaunse of the war
we ecould not get shipping,

Because we had that abundance of prim-
ary products on our hands, with only
limited consumption, it is nataral that any-
bhody investigating the position, on behalf
of a Government faced fivst of ail with the
problem of disposing of such produets and
sccondly of maintaining the industry on a
sound ecconomic basis and providing some
kind of return for those who had invested
their money in producing the produect, would
be influenced by the position that existed.
The problem which was then very serious
would influence the report to an undue de-
gree and minimise the future prospects of
the industry. In my opinion the Depart-
ment of Agriculture is the most important
of all in our State, though T might also in-
clude the Forests Department and the Mines
Depariment, because they are concerned with
the production of valuable commodities. The
Department of Agricnlture should be econ-
cerned with providing a living, not only for
thoge engaged in the agrienltural industry,
but also for a great number of people de-
pendent upon its success., The department
and the Minister should encourage in every
possible way an expansion on sound lines
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of agricultural production. Other depari-
ments are concerned with what must follow
on. They provide the facilities that can
be created only if agricultural production
s suceessful. The Department of Agricul-
ture, with the Department of Lands, should
oceupy a higher priority in the Estimates_ so
that disenssion on agricultural subjects
might come on earlier in the session.

The Minister and other jmembers have
spoken about young fellows leaving the
country distriets and coming to Perth, hut
the evidence shows that while a few, after
spending some years in the country, have
tired of the life and the lack of amenities,
the number of people inquiring into the
possibility of entering the agrieultural in-
dustry is as high as, if not higher than, it
has ever heen.

The Minister for Lands: Seven thousand
Poles.

Mr. LESLIE: I know of 4,000 Western
Australians who want to go on the land
here. Those are soldier-settler applicanis,
but there are other people in hundreds who
also desire to go on the land.

Mr. Cross: On account of the high price
of wheat.

Mr. LESLIE: It is going to be a jolly
sight higher in future. In view of the politi-
cal set-up in Australia today, the land is
the only avenue that offers a man freedom,
provided we can get rid of some of the
existing restrictive legislation. Agriculture
is the only avenue that offers the individual
an opportunity for initiative and enterprise.
Everywhere else he is hemmed in by re-
strictions and eonditions. If a man goes
on fhe land and has confidence in his own
ability to stand up to the demands and is
not worried ahout working a 40-hour week,
but is prepared to produce to the maximum,
provided that man is assured of a reasonable
return, he knows that he can achieve sue-
crss.

It is unfortunate that the economic policy
of Australia necessitates producers {going
eap in hand to Governments for as-
sistanee to cnable them to obtain a reason-
able veturn for their produets. This is due
to a weakness in the economie system and
that weakness van be rectified. The Govern-
ment will have to face up to the position
that within the next year or two, as the
present political economy develops, there
will be an ever-inereasing demand from
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people lo go on the land. Even though re-
strietive legislation may be continued. ihe
land will stiil olfer freedowm Lhat will not
be available to people in any other avenue,
and it will offer them a certain amount of
independence and  enjoyment of life that
will develop the best that is in thenw.

I felt greatly concerned when, on listen-
ing-in to the mid-day broadeast of the {'an-
berra Parliamentary session vesterday, 1
heard a reply to a question asked by Sena-
tor Collett of the Minister for Post War
Reconstruction.  The question had relation
to a statement made by a Minister or an
offieial in Western Australia to the effect
that only about 50 per cent. of soldier ap-
plicants for farms were going to obtain
farms.

The Minister for Lands:
he said 50 per cent.

Mr. LESLIE: T have not the full facts,
but that is what I gathered from the broad-
cast. Senator Collett had evidently asked
questions previously to ascertain whether
the statement had been made by & Common-
wealth or State official.  The Commonwealth
Minister denied all knowledge of it, hut after
investigation, he answered Senator Collett
vesterday as [ have mentioned, without say-
ing he knew or did not know that the state-
ment had been made. He put the position
as clearly as possible so far as soldier settle-
ment in this State is concerned anvhow, He
said the responsibility for initiating Iand
settlement schemes lay wilh the State,

I do not think

The Minister for Lands:
anything of the sort.
Mr, LESLIE : Those were aboul his words.

The Minister for Lands: He did not say
inything of the sort. I read what he xaid
and T knew what he was going to say.

My, LESLIE: The Minister read the ac-
vount in the pewspaper; 1T am stating what
T heard over the air. The newspaper makes
no menlion of the word “initiate” and the
Commonwealth Minister said responsibilify
for initiating rosted with the State.

The Minister for Lands:
what?

Mr. LESLIE: Land settlement praposals,
The Minister also said that the Common-
wealth was not prepared to interfere, but
that the responsihility for initiafing =setile-
ment rested with the State.

He did not sav

For initiating
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The Minister for Lands: Were not you
here when we put the Bill throngh?

Mr. LESLIE: I know what is contained
in the measure, but up to the present we
have been shuffled between the Common-
wealth and the State, and now the Com-
monwealth puts the blame definitely on the
State and says the State is responsible.

The Minister for Lands: Responsible for
what? .

Mr. LESLIE: For initiating land sctile-
ment proposals. If the view of the Depart-
ment of Agriculiure, which must play a
part in the initiation of seftlement schemes,
is that we have reached the limit of ex-
pansion of primary production in this State,
what bope is there for the country?

The Minister for Agrieulture: Who said
that?

Mr. LESLIE: I am taking the limited
percentage mentioned, There are 3,000 ap-
plicants from one section of the ecommunity
only; they do not represent the total num-
ber who want to go on the land. Is 50
per cent. of 3,000 to be the limit of ex-
pansion in Western Anstralia? Surely the
Department of Agriculture is consulted by
the Lands Department as to the possibilities
of agricultural production!

The Minister for Agrieulfure: Yes, con-
sulted, and both work in close collaboration.

Mr. LESLIE: That brings me back to my
statement regarding the great importanee
of the Department of Agrieulture. Upon it
depends the encouragement of agricultoral
production. I know there is a tendency
on the part of the present Governments in
Australin to consider primarily the possi-
bilities of industrial expansion, but hecause
of Western Awustralia’s circumstances, we
mnst look to primary production as the
main industry for the State and must seek
to expand it. It is of no use looking back-
ward and saying that in the past we over-
produced and eould not sell our commaodi-
ties. I will not aceept any argument against
the one 1 submit that we have never yet
produced sufficient foodstuffs. We can pro-
duce sufficient and do it at a priee pay-
able to the grower, a price that will es-
iablish economic stability in the State.

What does it concern uns if we get 1s. a
hushet for our wheat outside or 10s.2 It is
the return to the grower that ecounts. The
management of our internal finances is en-
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tirely in our own hands. 1f we can allow
2 hushel of wheat to go outside for 1s. in
order to obtain from the recipient goods
necessary for our eommunity, that ought to
be done. These are matters that ean bo
balanced and would be balanced if we had
the right people at the heln. Ave we going
to sacrifice the development of the country
hecanse we ave contronted with these proh-
lems? Are we going to say that the economic
posgibilities of Western Austrolia in agri-
eulture—an industry vital to the State—
arc such that, out of 3,000 people desirous
of going on the land, only 50 per cent. will
he able to do so? We have been told that
the State Government iz responsible for
matiating land development programmes
and therefore the Department of Agricul-
ture must come into the picture. But what
a gloomy pictere it is!

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Tt is highly
disorderly for a member to be reading a
newspaper while standing in the aisle.

Mr. LESLIE: The picture confronting
us i o gloomy onc. Where are we to get
cur expansion? Why not say te the people
inside and outside of Australia, “We have
reached the limit of agricultural expansiown.
We have a popalation of 475,000 and we
cannot cater for the people who are now
here. It is of no use sending any more
to Western Australia.  There may be an
opporiunity for a few to set up as shop-
keepers or start a boot factory or a slipper
factory, hut we ecannot make any further
nse of the vast natural resources Pravidenee
has given us.” What = picture to draw!
That is the part I am worried about. The
Department of Agrienlture must take its

. fair share of responsibility for the eriticism

that undoubtedly will be forthcoming es-
pecially sinee the Commonwealth has told us
that on the shoulders of the State rests the
responsibility for initiating land settlement,
that it will nat interfere and that the possi-
bilities for settlement must depend upon the
econoinic  opportunity and not upon the
number of applicants for land.

Mr. Hoar: You want a wide open door
for land settlement?

Alr. LESLIE: No. T do not helieve in a
wide open door, but I believe in opportuni-
ties being made available to a far greater
degree than thev are at present. [ c¢onsider
that the early report of the Rural Recon-
struction Commission has influenced not only
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this State but Australia as a whole to an
undue degree and we arve losing sight of the
unfortunate cireumstances that cexisted ot
Lhe time the veport was preparmd, We were
still in the doldrums when it was issued and
I too welcomed it then beeause T could see
ne way ont, | leoked at it as dealing with
something more in the immediate future than
with something far ahead. But we secmn to
have aceepted the fact that Dbeeause difhi-
culties existed then we ave not going to he
able ever to overcome them. In the same
way we hear constant references to depros-
sion. Beeanse there was a depression from
1929 to 1931, we say we must not do any.
thing since we are bound to have another
one. I wounld remind the Comnittee that in
1929 at the request of the Government the
farmers of Western Australia  produced
50,000,000 bushels of wheat,

Surely the Governments of Auwstralia at
that time were not so blind as not to realise
that the existing conditions would mean a
reduction in the return to the growers! Bug
the goods were cssential to pay our nationnl
debts, Just prior to that we had big people
coming here and holding a gun at our hends
and saying we would have to pay. The farm-
ers were called upon to do the job and to
pay. They did their work and produced,
and gave to the nation the wealth required.
Then the farmers were thrown on the mercy
of the big people. It was said to the Shy-
lock beyond our shores, “What will you give
us for this piece of goods?’ The farmer
suffered more than anybody else; and when
he fell, the Test of the community tumbled
down with him. When the purchasing power
of the farmer was limited and he was de-

prived of it, the rest of the community came -

to grief. Unless we are prepared to en-
courage production of rea]l wealth in every
possible way to the umpteenth degree, we
will be only a tiny State with a tiny popula-
tion, Apparently we have vast resources but
without the mental eapacity to make full
use of them and develop them as they should

be developed.

T very much regret to hear n pessimistic
note from the Government in regard to this
country at any time but particularly now,
In spite of the remark of the Minister that
the bottom is likely to £all out of the wheat
market, the next few years will be ones of
apportunity such as we have never had in
this country before. It is an opportunity
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we are losing, We will look baek on these
years and regret that we allowed Fortune’s
wheel to turn over when it was in our
favour, without our putting out our hand
and grasping it as it came spinning around
in our turn, The oppertunity will not Le
repented,  We will still prosper—L am sure
of that—regardless of Governments; beeause
it ix the nature of the pecple to go ahead
and hattle, for thcy arve of British stoek.
The Commonwealth Government has let the
eat out of the bag as to where the responsi-
bility in conncetion with |and settlement lics.
I know there is the financial side to he con-
sidered. If there is any hlame lying in that
direetion it is up to the Minister to eay
where it is se that we ean have n show-
down,

The Minister for Lands: You have been
trying {o get what you call a show-down for
a leng time, have you not?

Alr. LESLIEX: We have, because we Do-
lieve that we will get somewhere when that
happens, and not until then.

The Minister for Lands; Two politicians
make a statement in the Pederal House and
you vyice it!

Mr. LESLIE: Na!

The Minister for Lands: Yes; you said
you heard it over the air.

Mr. LESLIE: Of course I did, and I

wag surprised te hear it!
The Minister for Lands: Yes, vou were!

Mr. LESLTE: T was surprised to hear it
I understood the vesponsibility for initiat-
ing the land settlement proposals rested on
the Commonwenlth as well as on the States,

The Minister for Lands: Nobody in this
country knows more about it than yeu do.
Yon know what you nre talking about!

Mr, LESLIE: Of course I do! The
Minister never said a truer word. The
whole of the responsibility—and when it
appears in the Federal “Hansard” it can be
seen—was thrown on the State Government,
In that ease, if I were in the Minister's posi-
tion, T would not hesitate to grasp the posi-
tion with both hands and I would say, “You
said the responsibility is ours. Now we arve
going ahead and you can pay the piper in
nccordance with the agreement!” The only
thing to do is to foree the position, instend
of letting it float along.

The Minister for Lands: Just itke that!
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Mr. LESLIE: I would like the Minister
to give us all the information ke can about
the supply of farm machinery, and to know
what are the prospeets of replacing some of
the present worn-out machinery, the inade-
quate machinery, before the next cropping
scason, or of getting it into some decent
state of repair. The position outback is de-
plorable; there is no blinking that fact.
We have reached the stage where tractive
power has become the major problemn in the
agricaltaral industry, apart from such minor
matters as prices and stabilisation and things
like that; and they, of course, are dependent
on having the goods on hand. Tractive power
today is the biggest problem we have to
face. Farmers are operating machines which,
unless they are able to replace them, will
involve them in irreparable loss next season,
greater than they are doing at present. They
are not profitable machines to work. Farmers
are endeavouring to carry on with them as
best they ean, but something will have to Le
done.

Mr. Needham: What do vou suggest?

Mr. LESLIE: I think the Minister is in
a far better position than I to make sngges-
tions,

The Minister for Lands: That is a new
one! .

My, LESLIE: But I would urge thal
the Minister take the people fully into his
confidence and let them know what prospect
there is of their getting a reasonable pro-
portion of the machinery that is being pro-
duced and cntering Aunstralia. e henr all
kinds of reports. We do not know exaectly
what is bappening; but when we make en-
guiries, not in official quarters but among the
people that count and arve handling the
goods, we find that Western Au.tralia is
apparently securing a very unequal and small
proportion of the machinery entering or be-
ing produced in this country, & proportion
not in accordance with the size of the in-
dustry. We definitely helieve the Minister
should tell us whether that is true or not,
and what efforts are being made to obtain
and what prospects there are of seeuring a
more reasonable share of vitally needed goods
for the agricultural industry. That applies
to tractars, to machinery parts and to new
machines.

I went out in the past week to watch our
harvesters at work, and T saw as much wheat
being lost out of the machines as went into
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the bags. That is not economical farming.
The next thing is that the Minister and his
officers will tell us that the losses are due
to inefficiency of the farmers, as we have
been told for 50 years. We are informed
that the farmer’s disabilities are entirely his
own fault, because of his inefficiency. But
a man cannot be as efficient as he wants to
be under the circumstances I have outlined.
One-third as much again of the wheat which
is put into the bags will still be lying on the
ground after the harvest, because of the
inadequate machinery. It is not an
cconomical and reasonable proposition and
some bhig effort will have to be made to deal
with the situation. This is not the first time
I have mentioned the matter, but the posi-
tion has reached the stage where it eannot
he allowed to eontinue without very serious
loss to the economy of the State gemerally.

The Minister raised the question of ex-
pertmental farms. Last year I suggested, and
I suggest again, that the work of the de-
partmental officers, who I do not deny are
scientifie experts, would he far more readily
accepted and appreciated by the farmers if
it were carried out under practical eondi-
tions on the farm, under conditions that the
farmer knows. Most of the farmers that go
to field days on research stations see work
done under the hest possible conditions.
Those doing the work are equipped for it.
Whatever they need at any moment is at
hand. That is not the position on all farms.
Diffieulties arise every moment of the day,
to which the farmers have to adapt them-
selves, Farmers have asked over and over
again why these experiments should not be
eondlueted on aetual farms, If that were
done, farmers would be more ready to adopt
the valuable suggestions submitted by officers
of the department. Many farmers, however,
consider that these officers are theorists who
merely sit back and dream fine dreams and
get ideas which they propound to the farmer
as something worthwhile, The farmers pre-
fer ty sce something more practical.

Mz mind goes back to my younger days in
South Africa, where the rural department
attempted to introduce an expansion of side-
lines amongst farmers. It was found that
nothing could be done with the average
farmer because he did not believe in the ex-
perts. Eventually the department adopted
the practice of subsidising individual farmers
to undertake improvements and to develop
sidelines in agriculture. As a result, in



2576

three or four years' time practically every
farmer had adopted the practice which
had started on one man's farm in some
odd little corner of the district. The
practicability of the scheme had heen
demonstrated to them under normal farm-
ing conditions and they concluded that
what one man could do they could all
do. But what can be done on an experi-
mental farm is not alweys practicable under
ordinary farm conditions. That is the aver-
age reaction. I believe that the work of the
department is so valuable that it should be
carried out in a way that will encourage
the farmers to adopt the methods demon-
strated.

Reference has been made to the work of
AMr. Whitehead at Baandee or Hines Hill.
It has been said that his ploughing proposi-
tion produeed nothing and proved nothing.
Of course, it did not do so from a seientific
point of view: but there were practical re-
sults, and that makes all the difference,
What he did had been previously proved to
be effective in America where, with deep
ploughing and the breaking up of the hard
clay pan, the soil was revitalised and the ero-
sion and salt problems were combated. When
I made an investigation into the matter, I
found that the plant wsed in America cost
£3,000. T was interested in the subject three
or four years ago; but when I made that
discovery, I thought the scheme was an im-
possibility. Mr. Whitehead has proved that
the American idea can be earried out by the
use of a machine which is far less costly.

The Minister for Agriculture: I agree.

Mr. LESLIE: That is invaluable informa-
tion to us, because it means we have some-
thing within our reach. I had intended to
go to the Treasurer on my hands and knees
and ask that £3,000 be set aside for the pur-
chase of one American machine for the
State. But now I feel more confident in
asking the Government to provide iwo or
three machines along the lines of that de-
veloped by Mr. Whitehead at far less cost
than the American article, and demonsirate
their practicability. 1 counld take the Minister
to my district where a demonstration of the
effectiveness of Mr. Whitchend's methods
could be applied quite easily. T am satisfied
that, with finaneial aid provided by the Com-
monwealth, plus more that the farmers would
make available, machinery of this type could
be worked with great .effectivenesg there. I
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believe the idea is on right lines, and the
only limitation in the past has been finan-
cial. From. that point of view Mr, White-
head has proved that Factor to he of no im-
portance,

Dealing again with experimental farms, 1
am very interested in the problem created
by the increasing number of men who are
physieally handicapped. Many of them are
ex-Service men but others are not. Many arce
well up in years, and physically incapable
of doing hard manual labouy. They present
n great problem, and consideration should
be given to the handling of it. One sugges-
tion advanced I shall pass on to the Minister
for his consideration. It is that farm colo-
nies should be established as something in
the nature of experimental farms. The people
I have in mind could be sent there, They
are pot capable of doing a hard day’s work
but could do light work on the farm. By
that means they could become nseful eiti-
zens instead of remaining as pensioners and
possibly getting into mischief, Many have
said they would be interested in going on
to such a farm, Naturally, they would not
go there as ordinary farm hands, but they
could undertake quite a lot of work. It
must be realised that this problem is in-
creasing and must become an even greater
responsibility for the Government,

I think it would be a good move if the
farm colonies were established. They would
not be expected to balance the budget, but
in their operations could econtribute some-
thing that would be of value to the State.
As a matter of fmef, that proposition will
be brought before the Government shortly,
and possibly the Department of Agriculture
will be the one tp eoncern itself with assist-
anee to this unfortunate section of the com-
munity and I trust that, as a result, some-
thing will be decided to the benefit of both
the department and the people. Next I come
to the question of vermin.

The
again?

Mr. LESLIE: I have not troubled the
Minister in that respect for quite a while.
I would like to know whether anything has
been done regarding the snggestion advanced
by the road boards in northern areas that a
trap fence shonld be constructed between the
two rabbit-proof fences up there, with the
idea of trapping emus. The birds are pre-
senting a tremendous’ problem. Qur idea is

Minister for Agriculture: What,
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contrary to the evidence presented to the cases, the gates are more often open than

Royal Commission which investigated ver-
min matters and was informed that the
birds were fading out and becoming fewer
in number. We consider that the emus are
increasing and becoming a greater pest than
ever in the northern areas, They are not
nomadie and do not leave the districts there
only to return later. They remain there and
we want fo prevent them from coming fur-
ther south. I do pot know that we shall
ever be able to eradicate them because they
are too fleet of foot. Furthermore, there
is too much undeveloped country to allow
settlers to deal with them properly. Com-
pieté 'investigations should be made not by
theorists but by someone with practieal
knowledge, who could examine the position
on the spot. Perhaps a trial trap-fence
could be erected with a view to seeing
whether the birds ean be held. The only
doubt is whether that ean be done. Even
if we were to pick up the two rabbit-proof
fences and construet them east and west,
they would serve & more useful purpose than
they are doing today, seeing that rabbits are
inside rather than outside the fences.

The Minister for Lands: We have the
right to some rabbits as well as you have
in your country!

Mr. LESLIE: The trouble is that country
people are compelled to destroy the vermin
and others in the metropolitan area are not
in that position. Only the country people
are required to accept the responsibility of
eradicating the vermin on their properties.
However, the rabbits are not a very big
problem at the moment but, as I go round
the country, I see signs indieating that they
are slowly on the increase. We have en-
Jjoyed a brief respite from their depreda-
tions during the past few years. Seasonal
conditions have contributed to their control
a3 well as the effort made by the farming
community to keep the pest in check. Un-
less we maintain strict wateh over the posi-
tion, the rabbit, however, will again become
the problem it was five or six years ago,
and I would be sorry to see that happen.
In the circumstances, I would like to know
whether anything has been done in eonnee-
tion with the proposal to construct an emu-
proof fence. Furthermore, it is high time
that inquiries were made as to the practical
use of the existing rabbit-proof fences. The
general opinion is that they serve no use-
ful purpose whatever. In mine out of ten

193]

closed,

The Minister for Agriculture: That is the
very thing that would defeat the proposal
for an emu fence and make it futile.

Mr. LESLIE: I do not know that it would.
The emu is a north and south problem.

The Minister for Agriculture: Does not
the bird go east and west?

Mr. LESLIE: Tt would not be worth while
to maintain the rabbit-proof fences unless
they were serving a useful purpose, but the
suggestion that has been advanced would
enable them to serve that purpose as a link
keeping- the emus out from the southem
parts of the State.

The Minister for Agriculture: But surely
you would not say that people who do not
keep tha gates shut to keep the rabbits back
would sbut them to keep the emus out$

Mr. LESLIE: The point I make is that
the gates are left open today because people
have lost confidence in the efficiency of the
fences. There was a time, when I first went
up nortb, when anyone would almost have
his throat eut if it became known that he
had gone through the fence and left the
gate open. Today no-one worries whether
the gates are open or closed.

The Minister for Agriculture: Today they
do not bother about it,

Mr. Seward: They are too jolly lazy to
shut the gates; that is the trouble.

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes, that
is more like it.

Mr. LESLIE: If it is necessary to keep
the gates closed, why has not the depart-
ment adopted the cheapest and best means
possible for overcoming the difficulty by
putting in rabbit-proof ramps instead of
the gates?

Mr. Watts: I have known Government
drivers to go through and leave gates open.

The Minister for Lands: I have known
people simply to drive through the gates.

Mr. LESLIE: The Dowerin Road Board
wrote to the depariment suggesting that in
lien of the gates between Wyalkatchem and
Dowerin, the Government should construct
rabbit-proof ramps.

The Minister for Lands; That would have
been & ramp!

Mr, LESLIE: The department wrote back
and, in effect—of course, not in 50 many
words—aaid, “If you want to put in ramps,
you can put them in and jolly well pay for
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them yourselves” 1 guarantee that since
the department replied to that suggestion,
three times as much has been spent on re-
pairing the gates as the ramps would have
vost. In the last 18 months or so, T doubt
if I have seen the gafes at one spot closed
or opened, but mostly lying in a wreck along-
side the fence. It would have been far
more consistent on the part of the depart-
ment had it agreed to put in the ramps, as
suggested, on all main public roads. So
long as people up north have no confidence
in or respect for the rabbit-proof fences, so
lonz will the present difficulties continue.
If they are to regain confidence in the ef-
feetiveness of the fences, the attitude of the
department will have to bhe changed. T hope
that the nesxt time the Agrieultural Vote
is introdueed, a far more optimistic note
will be heard.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 5.43 p.m,

Tiegislative Tommneil.

Tuesday, 10th December, 1946,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.
NURSES TREATED FOR T.B.
As to Number, Compensation, Fic.
Hon. J. G. HISLOP asked the Chief Secre-
tary:
1, How many nurses (trainees or trained)
are undergoing treatment at the Wooroloo
Sanatorium for pulmonary tuberculosis?
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v, How many nurses {irainees or trained)
are undergoing treatment at the Royal Perth
Hospital for pulmonary tuberculosis? How
many are in-patients and how many are out-
patients?

3, How many of these nurses commenced
their nursing training at {(a) the sanatorium,
{) the Royal Perth Hospital, (¢) elsewhere?

4, How many of these nurses were sab-
mifled to the Mantoux test before com-
meneing duty?

5, What are tbe ages of the nurses af-
fected ?

6, What eompensation do they receive (a)
whilst undergoing active treatment in an in-
stitution, (b) whilst attending for treatment
as an out-patient at the elinic or hospital or
sanatorium?

7, If a nurse so affected is certified as
having reached the stage where treatment is
no longer necessary but is not yet fit for duty
what compensation does she receive?

8, If a nurse who has been treated for
pulmonnry tubereulosis and has been cerfifled
as “disease arrested” or *fit for dufy™ ve-
sumes duty and at a later stage suffers a ve-
erudeseence of the disease does she receive
furlher compensation ¥

9, 1f a nurse, such as described in Ques-
tion 8 has married or given up nursing prior
to the rcerudescence of the disease, is she
atill able to eclaim compensation for the re-
crudescence?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
information required by the hon. member
will take some time to obtain, and will be
supplied by the department as early as pos-
gible.

MOTION— JUVENILE DELINQUENTS.

As to Implementing Royal Commission's
Recommendations.

HON. B. H. H. HALL (Central) [2.34]:
I move—

That this House protests against the failure
of the Government to implement the main re-
commendntions of the Royal Commission ap-
pointed to inquire into the care and reform of
youthfui delinquents as contained in their
report presented to Parliament on the 10th
August, 1943, and desirez to urge the import-
anee of :mmedxate congideration and adoption
thereof.

T fully realise that members of the Govern-
ment are extremely busy men; but the failure



